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PREFACE. 


EFORE the Reader enters upon the 
Peruſal of the following Sheets, it 


may not be improper to ſay a Word to him 
on the Subject of their Contents. 


— 


With the View of producing that Uni- 
formity of Sentiment ſo eſſentially neceſ- 
fary in a Matter of general Importance, 
all argumentative Points, the Proſecution 
of which would have ſerved only to coun- 
teract the Intent the Author had in View, 
have been induſtriouſly avoided. An Ex- 
poſition of Facts has been adopted, ſo far 
only as thoſe Facts were judged neceſſary 
Preludes to the Concluſions meant to be 
drawn from them. If the Conduct of the 
Gentlemen in Oppoſition to the preſent 
Syſtem of American Politics may in ſome 
Parts of the following Review appear to 
be commented upon with Freedom; ſuch a 
Comment will upon due Conſideration be 
regarded rather in the Light of an Excre- 

A 2 3 ſcence 


(a ) 

ſcence growing as it were out of the ge- 
neral Subject, than forming the Ground- 
Work and Subſtance of it. The Object 
the Ayghor propoſes to have had in View 
in the Expoſition of Errors, was not ſo 


much to fix _— upon the miſ-judging 


Parties ; as t 


nite all Parties in one ge- 


neral Concern, that of preventing paſt % 


Errors from being productive of future ill .. 
Effects. | 


' With this View he has ſubſtituted 8 
ſuaſion for Argument, gentle Reproof for 
bitter Invective; and where the Nature of 
his Subject drew forth a zealous Warmth -. 
of Expreſſion, he has endeavoungd.. as 


much as might be, to ſemper that Warm . 
with Moderation. f 


The Diſpute which has ſo long, and * 
ſo unfortunately ſubſiſted - between this 
Country and the Colonies, is no longer a 
Subject for rancorous Altercation... Every 
Thing that Argument could do in this 

Caſe, has been done. On this Ground 
the Battle has been long and deſperately 
fought. - 


46 
fought. The Ground being now changed, 
and a verbal turned into a military Con- 
teſt; the Law of Self-Preſervation, that 


primary Law of Nature, calls upon us to 
change our Weapons alſo, = | 


- Ta a 8 therefore, which now pre- 


ents us with only ene deſperate Alter- 
native, that of billing ur being killed; when 


the Americans ſeem to preſume ſo much 
upon the Authority of that well known 
Maxim in Politics © Divips ET Imes- 
A;” it- behoves us to adopt the con- 
trary one of Nos NUMERUS $80MUs;” 
the only Maxim which effeCtually coun- 
teracts che former, the only one which 
doalts Tofalibiley in the Large Inftance. To 


. 


When from midoubted Information i it is 
1 that 3 public Enemy is adyancing 
to attack them, all honeſt Citizens, how- 
© ever before divided among themſelves, will 5 
readily 1 unite together upon the general A- 
larm; to raiſe their Fencey, and put their 3 
Mounds i in in goo Order, will at ſuch a Time 2 


- — — ip ogge, + 


I 93 
become an Obje& of general Concern ; 
leaſt the Breaches which may have been 
the Effects of civil Contentions among 
themſelves, prove Openings for common 


' Deftruction to enter in upon them, This 


Idea, ſo neceſſary a one to be propagated 
in a Time of public Danger, has been the 
Idea, upon which the Author has proceed 
ed in the following Addreſs ;. in which he 
has endeavoured to fix. the general Attenti- 
on, upon the Object of general Concern, 
Union both in Sentiment and Action has 
been the End he has ultimately had in 
View ; as being the only End which can 
prove effectual in the preſent Exigency. 
How far he may ſucceed in effeQihg fo de- 
firable a Purpoſe, is not for him to deter- 
mine. The Public muſt judge. But the 


Public, if not wanting in its uſual Candor, 


will at leaſt;give the Author ſome; Credit 


for well-meant Endeavours, 
— | 


The Author. from à Diffidence of his 


+ own Abilities waited ſome Time to ſee this 
Subje& taken up, in the Light it is here ta- 


ken 


. 1 
ken up, by an abler Pen. But no ſuch Pen 
having hitherto been employed upon it, 
the Author truſts ſome Indulgence will be 
granted to his Attempt; and that whatever 
Effect his Sentiments may have upon the 
Conduct of the Community, they will 
on all Hands be allowed to be the Senti- 
ments of 


AN ENGLISHMAN. 
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page 2 9, for ſeemed read ſeem. 
47. 1. 12, for tremblous read troublous. 
69. I. 8, for adopt read adapt. 
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AN 


AD DR E 2 


To. THE 
F LY 
o F 
GREAT-BRITAIN 
IN GENERAL, &c 
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HERE is a cxrrieaL Period mar d 
| out in the Progreſs of moſt human 
| Affairs, upon the Employment of 
| which theit Succeſs or Miſcartiape is generally 
| Found to turn. Such a Period the Syſtem of 
| American Politics ſeems at this Juncture to 

prefent to our Obfervation. When the whole 


Nation appear alarm'd at the threatening Pro- 
fpe& which ſurrounds them, and even theſe 


who boaſt the moſt ſanguine Hopes, are not 
B Vith⸗ 


14 


without their Hours of Doubt and Anxiety 
and cannot, however confident of Succeſs in 
the final Iſſue, but reflect with Horror upon 
the dreadful Conſequences which muſt attend 
the Proſecution of thoſe Meaſures which fatal 
Neceſſity has obliged them to adopt; when the 
human Mind wound up to its higheſt Pitch, 
ſeems as it were ſuſpended between Hope and 
Fear, in anxious Expectation of ſome ſignal 
Event: At ſuch a Time, it ſhould ſeem to be, 
nay it moſt undoubtedly 1s, of the greateſt Im- 
portance in the Eyes of every thinking Man, 
what Counſels are adopted, what Meaſures are 
purſued; fince no one can poſſibly foreſee all 
the Conſequences that may follow from a want 
of Judgment in the one Caſe, or from- a want 
of Reſolution in the other. 


It is almoſt on all Hands allowed, that we 
are now arriv'd at that Point of Deſperation 
in American Politics, that to recede will be at- 
tended with as fatal Conſequences, as to go on; 
to give up the Object of our preſent unhappy 
Conteſt, as to perſevere in the Proſecution of 
it. To yield at this Juncture will be in Fact to 
convince the Americans that we poſſeſs no co- 
ercive Power over them; and what Conclu- 
ſion mare unfavqurable to our Ideas reſpecting 

| the 


1 


the LEGAL SUPREMACY of Great-Britain can be 


drawn, ſhould they ſucceed in their preſent 
_ Attempt to drive us out of the Field? In ſhort 
on whatever Side we view this Subject, one 
and the ſame Concluſion ſtill preſents itſelf :- In 
either Caſe we lay at the Mercy of theſe in- 
dependent Coloniſts; and muſt accept them, 
as Fellow-Subjects, or Allies of our Govern- 
ment, upon the TERuS THEY CHOOSE TO PRE- 
SENT THEMSELVES TO us. In either Caſe, if they 


think proper to contribute any Aſſiſtance to the, 


ge neral Expence attending the Support of our 
national Eſtabliſnment, they will: if not, they 
will ſmile at Threats not in our Power to ex- 
ecute, and will bid us with an Air of Inſult 
come and fetch that Aſſiſtance, if we mean to 
have it. Such a Mode of Proceeding admits 
but of one plain Interpretation: It preſents to 
us a Language wrote in ſo large a Character, 
as to be intelligible to the moſt moderate Un- 
derſtanding. Thoſe who run, may read it; 
and none but thoſe who are WILFULLY ignorant 
can heſitate a Moment on the Concluſion which 
ought to be drawn from it. 


One ſhould hope therefore that in a Cauſe of 
ſuch naTIONAaL CONSEQUENCE, as the prESENT | 
appears to be, when Facts in a Manner force 


-B 2 them- 
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themſelves upon us, and Cauſe and Effec 


point ſo directly to each other, as to leave no 


poſſible Room for Doubt or Conjecture with 
Reſpe& to future Events; one ſhould hope, 
that it was not poſſible for reaſonable Men to 
be of two Minds, concerning the actual State 
of our American Connections. Difference of 
Opinion has by this Time had its full Courſe. 
The Diſpute on both Sides has been ſupported 
with all the Strength of Argument, and all the 
Power of Eloquence which able Advocates 
could muſter in its Defence, The Controver- 
ſy, tho? productive of rancorous Diviſion a- 


mongſt us, has nevertheleſs been attended with 


its good Effects. In this Caſe, as in moſt o- 
thers, Freedom of Enquiry has tended to the 
Elucidation of Truth, 


The legiſlative Authority of the conftitutio- 
nal Aſſembly of this Kingdom over the Ame- 
rican Colonies, UNDER WHICH Ipza THE RicaT 
or TAXATION Is VIRTUALLY COMPREHENDED, 
has been diſcuſs'd at large both in public and 
private, both in the Houſe and out of the 
Houſe, If the Principles of our glorious Con- 
ſtitution are built upon any Foundations at all; 
if the Acts of this Conſtitution are not to be 
conſidered in the Light of mere accidental 


Pro- 


Eg 
Provifions for temporary Expediency, to be ex. 
plain'd away, and interpreted according to the 
Caprice of Perſons, or the Humour of Times; 
in ſhort if in our political Syſtem we have any 
eſtabliſhed Rule to go by; it is clear beyand 
the Poflibility of Doubt, that Government has, 
in the Caſe before us, been directed by that 
Rule, It has proceeded upon this incontro- | 
vertible Principle, which in a few Words forms 
the Sum and Subſtance of all Arguments that 
have been made uſe of on this Occafion; THAT 
THE RIGHT OF LEGISLATION AND TAXATION 
ARE BUT CONSTITUENT PARTS OF THE SAME 
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY, | | 
4 
Advocates in popular Cauſes, will nat fail to 
have Recourſe to popular Arguments, as beft 
ſuited to, their Purpoſe, and moſt correſpon- 
dent to the Object they have in View. They 
have done fo in the preſent Caſe. Our Ears 
have been phy d upon this Occaſion with the 
hackney'd Repetition of yaTurar Equality, 
of INHERENT RIGHTS, of ORIGINAL ConTRacTs, 
I and neLzGATED Power, © Ideas! which tho? 
they boaſt a contemplative Locke, or a viſio- 
vary RoussEAu for their Supporters, may, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, be ſaid to have Exiftence 
only in the Heads of ſuch vain Philoſophers, 
5 who 


— — — 


„ 
who think human Reaſon degraded, if ſhe 
cannot bring every Object of Knowledge to the 
Teſt of rational Inveſtigation. „ 


But it is now too late in the Day for the rea. 
ſonable Part of Mankind to be impoſed upon 
by Authorities however reſpectable. Men will 
now think, and in a great Meaſure judge for 
themſelves. It would be equally mad to re- 
ceive falſe Doctrines becauſe powerfully re- 


commended, as it would be to ſwallow a poi- 


ſonous Potion, becauſe the Name of a MDE 


or a BoERHAVvE was found annexed to the Pre- 
icription. 


* 


1 
The Perverſion of Ideas, has been perhaps 
the moſt fatal Perverſion, that the Conſtitution 
of this Kingdom has ever experienced. Ip EAS 
GOOD. IN THEMSELVES have proved, we well 
know, deſtructive of the very Cauſe they were 


originally meant to ſupport. LiszrTy as well 
as RELICIOx, tho' Types of glorious Import 


to the general Welfare of Mankind, have yet 
proved deceitful Types. If the Hiſtory of the 
World did not lie before us, we ſhould heſi- 
tate to acknowledge RERELLIONY and PERsEOU- 
T10n for the Off-ſpring of ſuch fair Parents. 
We would de well therefore to examine all 

tick- 


970 


tickliſh Ground, before we venture our Feet 
upon it; and upon Subjects of this delicate 
Nature, before we zealouſly enter into Cauſes, 
it would be at leaſt prudent to throw our Eyes 
forward, and examine the Concluſions which 
may poſſibly be drawn from them. 


It is to be ſuppoſod, or at leaſt it is to be 
| hoped, that every Engliſhman who thinks pro- 
per to give his Opinion upon the Management 
of public Affairs, has previouſly form'd to 
himſelf the complex Idea of the Conſtitution of 
this Country; and is able by a comparative 
Judgement, to bring all conſtitutional Matters 
to that general TouchsroxE or PROO. Should 
he preſume either to harangue, to argue, or 
to write, without having this NERAL DiIREc- 
TORY in his Poſſeſſion, he will find at the End 
of his Buſineſs that he has been proceeding 
perhaps upon viſionary Ideas; and that his 
Arguments, ſo far from reſting upon the ſet- 
tled Foundation of eſtabliſhed Principles, reſt 


only upon the imaginary, and unwarrantable 
Chimeras of "A own Brain. 


t is not my Intent here to run over Ground 
that has been trodden quite bare before me. 
Confirn'd i in my own Ideas, from the rational 


Con- 
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Conviction of their Correſpondence to the con- 
ſtitutional Eftabliſhment of this Country, I 


mean to ſay only upon this Point, that the 
ſame Rule of Judgment (which is in Fact the 
only Rule that the Nature of the Caſe preſents 
us with) will evidently lead every unprejudic'd 
Reaſoner to the ſame Concluſion, But be this 
as it may. The original Matter in Diſpute be- 
ing quite out of the preſent Queſtion, we may 
on that Head continue ſtill to enjoy our re- 
ſpe&ive Opinions. Be it ſo. Believe me, Ak- 
GUMENT is not ſo much the Object of my pre- 
ſent Thoughts, as Pzrxsvasion. Every End 
that I have in View will be fully anfwer'd, if I 
can find Means to convince you that however 
we may differ in Sentiment upon a SPECULA- 
TIvE Point, which muſt in Fact be confidered 
as paſs'd by, our Intereſt in the PRACTICAL 
one, that at preſent upon the Carpet, is one 
and the ſame. | 


The Power of Wonps will prove but an in- 
effectual Counterpoiſe to the Power of Arms; | 
and when Speculation is oppos'd to Action, it 
needs not the Head of a Conjuror to pronounce 
on which Side the Advantage muſt eventually 
turn. It is an Affront to Reaſon to employ 
her in a Cauſe which now evidently appears to 
have 


1 
have its F oundation in Faeriox. 80 long as 
the Americans had Recourſe only to the con- 
$TITUTIONAL Methods of Remonſtrance and Pe- 
tition, Government was diſpoſed to be patient 
and long - ſuffering; and altho' it did not give 
up its Rights, yet all coercive Meaſures ORIGI» 
NALLY entered into for the Support of thoſe 
Rights, were temper'd with Lenity and Mode- 
ration, The Hope of Accommodation conſti- 
tyted the directing Principle upon which the 
Syſtem of American Politics feem'd to turn, 
till that unfortunate Period when the Maſk 
being thrown off by one Party, it was not 
langer poflible for the other to remain with Se- 
curity in a State of Irreſolution and Inactivity. 
| An operi Appeal to Arms on the Side of the 
Americans, implied a Reſolution in them to 
maintain themſelves in the Poſſeſſion of their 
Opinions, and the Conſequences deducible 
from thoſe Opinions, at all Events. If there- 
fore we would now be heard by theſe INDEPEN= 
DENT Corexisrs, we muſt addreſs ourſelves to 
them in the only Strain calculated in the pre- 
ſent State of Things to command their Atten- 
tion: If they will no longer reaſon with us, 
we muſt be content to meet them upon their 
own Ground, and truſt to Reſolution and Per- 
"ſeverance for the Adjuſtment of Conſequences, 


el C x. 


> — 
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To 2 Man who from his Situation in Life 
muſt be a quiet, tho* by no Means an uninte- 
reſted Spectator of theſe Things; who beholds 
the miſguided Patriotiſm of ſome, the evil De- 
figns of others, and the general Madneſs of 
the People; who, poor Souls! are but Puppets 
moving according to the arbitrary Guidance of 
ſome directing Power; to ſuch a Man, the 


preſent Scene both in England and America 


preſents Ideas of the moſt diſmal and alarming 
Nature. On ſuch an Occaſion the Citizen and 
the Chriſtian burn within us: and every Man 
poſſeſſed of the common Feelings of Huma- 
nity, however unwilling he might otherwiſe be 
to appear in public, is induc'd to ſtep forth, 
to ſtand in the Gap, and to ſtay, if poſſible, 


the deadly Hand of the DESTROYER, 


With this important Object in View, I would 
wiſh that all Party Prejudice, and national Divi- 


fion might now be laid afide; and that we ſhould 


meet each other as Friends; who, however we 
may differ with Reſpect to ſome Points, yet all 


agree in one general Principle, that of filial 
Attachment to our Mother Country. 


The American Principles have been ſupport- 
ed, as . as they are ſupportable. I will be- 
lieve 


„5 


lieve you, if you tell me ſo, that you who 
have ſupported them, have ſupported them 
ſolely upon the Idea of their being eſtabliſh'd 
upon Riohr. I enter not into that Rionr. It 
is a Point foreign to my preſent Purpoſe, and 


a Point which has been more than once fully) 


demonſtrated. I call upon you now as Enc- 
LISHMEN ; and if you anſwer to that Character, 
you will not countenance a Contention for a 


diſputed Right, at a certain Hazard of the wel- 


fare of your Mother Country. The Americans 
are no longer in a State of Conviction, All 
poſſible Means of coolly adjuſting the Difpute 
in Queſtion have long fince been renounced by 


them. Under the ſpecious Idea of defending 
themſelves, they have opExLy attack'd the Pa- 


rent State.“ What End do you propoſe to 


"0 your- 


— 
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* To the Aﬀertion which has been advanced in the 
Declaration of the Congreſs at Philadelphia, reſpecting 
the Commencement of Hoſtilities which this Honora- 
ble Aſſembly have thought proper to lay to the Charge 
of the Britiſh Troops, where they ſay that a Detach- 
ment from General Gacz's Army made an unproyok- 


ed Aſſault on the Inhabitants of the ſaid Province at the 


Town of Lexington,” &c. &c. and “e thence proceeded 
in warlike Array to the Town of Concord, where they 
Tet upon another Party of the Inhabitants of the ſame 
Province, killing ſeveral,” &c. &c,——It may not be 
improper to oppoſe the following well authenticated 
Relation of that Affair, as it appears in a late Publica- 


tion, 


En 
yourſelves in ſupporting them in ſo audacious a 


Proceeding ? If your Eyes have not yet been 
open'd, let me intreat you to open them nom, 
Examine the Declarations of the Congreſs ; ſee 


what they tend to. Mark the general Defec- 
| tion 


* > m 


tion, entitled, RicnTs or GRZAT-BAITAIN ASSERTED 
AGAINST THE CIAIMs or AMERICA. © The Audacity, of 
& the Congreſs, in aſſerting FaL.szuoons, demands a 
* brief Detail of the TàurH. General Gacz, having 
te been informed that Arms, Ammunition, Cannon, and 
te other Implements of War, had been collected in the 
* Town of Concord, ordered a Detachment of the Army 
te to march with all poſſible Secrecy to that Place. He 
gave Orders to the Detachment, to obſerve the moſt 


& ſtrict Diſcipline, and to reſent no Inſults offered them 


by the Country People, except actual Hoſtilities. The 
e General's Orders were, in Truth, too implicitly ob · 
& ſerved. There was not one Loa DED Musguer in the 
& whole Detachment, except thoſe in the Hands of fifty 
ce Marines who formed the Van, when they were rin 
<« upon, by the Country People, at Lexington. The Af 
ti fidavits of the Rebels, on this Subject, are Impoſitions 
& and Perjuries, There is not a Man, whether Officer 
« or Soldier, in the whole Detachment, conſiſting of 
« 800 Men, but is ready, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
to atteſt the Truth of this Fact.“ 


& In the late Declaration of the Congreſs bearing Date 
Dec. 6, 1775; reſpecting the Law of Retaliation, in 
Caſe any Puniſhment ſhould be inflidted by us upon 
American Priſoners, the American Demagogues ſeem to 
ſpeak out more boldly than they have hitherto done, 
We are accuſed of forgetting the Allegiance which we owe to 
i the Power that has protected and ſuſtained us, Why all 

this 


od Mid - at. 


6 
how of the ungrateful Canadians: Obſerve the 
Preparations made for vigotous and determin'd 
Refiftance on one Hand, and the lenient and 
qualifying Meaſures purſued on the other : Put 
all theſe Conſiderations together, and ſuffer 
them to have their due Effect, that of drawing 
for you, ere it prove too late, one rational 
Concluſion. 


Had the Miniſtry adopted violent Meaſures 
at ſetting out, they would in all Probability 
have nipped this American Sin in the Bud: 
Had they, with the Example of a deſpotic 
Government before their Eyes, ſent Fire and 

| Sword 


ä 


* this Ambiguity and Obſcurity in what ought to be ſo 
plain and obvious, as that he who runs may read it? 
„What Allegiance is it that we forget? Allegiance to 
$ Parliament? We never owed, we never owned it. 
* Allegiance to our King? Our Words have ever avow- 
«ed it. Our Conduct has ever been conſiſtent with it.“ 
And in a ſubſequent Part of the ſame Declaration we 
find them ſpeaking thus, © To ſupport our Laws and 
i our Liberties eſtabliſhed by our Laws, we have prepar- 
* ed, ordered and levied War: But is this traiterouſly, 
&« or again the King? We view him as the Conſtitution 
i repreſents him, that tells us he can do no wrong. The 
* cruel and illegal Attacks, which we oppoſe, have no 
Foundation in the Royal Authority. We will not on 
tt our Part, looſe the Diſtinction between the King and 
& his Miniſters,” &c. This nice Diſtinction which the 
Americans have ingenoufly found out between the dif- 
ferent conſtituend Parts of the legiſlat ve Body of this 


King- 
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Sword into the Colonies; ſome mad Blood 
would have been let out, and the American 
Fever long ere this have ſubſided. But what 
in ſuch a Caſe would the Amzrican ApvocaTes 
in this Country have ſaid ? Would they not 
have branded the Promoters of ſuch ſanguinary 
Meaſures, with the infamous Appellation of 
BLoop-THIRSTY MuRDERERS? They would 
have done ſo with Reaſon, But as Matters 
have been managed, they muſt in Juſtice to 


Truth allow, that a popular Ground for Dif- 


content, has been moſt prudentiaty, and moſt 


ferupulouſly avoided, It appears indeed from 


Experience, that an Exceſs of Mercy, will in 


— —— 


Kingdom, merits Remark. Upon the Authority of 
THIS, the Acts of the Britiſh Parliament are conſider'd 
only as the Acts of wicked Miniſters; and as deſtructive 
fo the general Welfare, of Conſequence to be oppoſed 
upon CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES, Their Determi- 
nation not to looſe the Diſtinction between the King 
and his Miniſters, ſerves them in the Stead of falſe 
Colours hung out to deceive the unwary. They 
trumpet forth their Subjeftion to the King, but at the 
ſame Time take up Arms to reſiſt his Authority, when 
it appears confirmed to them by the additional Autho- 
Tity of the Lords and Commons of Great-Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled. This is in Fact no more than to 
fay, that they are Sus jxers of the King in his xzx50- 
'XAL Character as an Individual, but Rzzzis to him in 
His CONSTITUTIONAL one, as ſupreme Head of the legi- 
fative Body: A Diſtinction never before heard of in 
theſe Kingdoms, and too contradictory to Common- 


| Senſe to gain Credit with thinking Men, 
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the End prove to have been the greateſt Cru- 


elty. The Diſtemper was on its firſt Appear- 


ance judged to be only topical; and topical 


Applications were conſequently deem'd ade- 


quate to the Cure: But now the whole Maſs of 
Humors being corrupted, and a dangerous 
Mortification beginning to ſpread, you muſt 
be convinced, that deſperate Remedies alone, 
are calculated to take Effect in this N 
Stage of the Diſeaſe. | bot 1 

Whoever will give himſelf Time ty cefle& 
upon the general Conduct purſued. in this Af. 
fair, whoever will-confider the Roos A thrown 


out by Government, | and the CO with 
which 


] 


— 


„— 


| The Miniſter 5 the Offer thrown out by 


| Parliament i in their Addreſs to the King, of their being 
ready to pay regard to all ſuch Grievances as ſhould be 


deem'd aEAL, and which the Americans ſhould pre- 


ſent ta them in a burirur and consT1ITUTIONAL Man- 
ner, is in its Nature too general to ſerve the deſired 
Purpoſe of laying a Ground-Work for Accommodation 
between Great-Britain and her Colonies; in order to 
open a ſtill wider Door for the Coloniſts to enter in at, if 


they had been ſo diſpoſed, the following Propoſitions were 


introduced and paſled in the Houſe by a great Majority 


on the zoth Day of February, —* That it is the Opinion 


of this Committee, that when the Governor, Coun- 


« cil, and Aſſembly, or General Court of his Majeſty's 


4 Provinces or Colonies ſhall propoſe to make Proviſion 
2 according to their reſpective Conditions, Circum- 


tt ſtances, and Situations, for contributing their Propor- 


© tion to the common Defence; ; ſuch Proportion to be 


66 6 raiſed 
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which that Pgoros Al. has been receiv'd, 48 an 
* 1x$ipious MaxZzUvaz“ by the Congrefs ; 
will readily acquit Adminiſtration from the odi- 
ous Charge of wantonly puſhing Matters to 


Extremity againſt thoſe, whom we all with to 


continue in the Character of F RIENDS, of 
: Seb. 


21 1 
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& raiſed under the Authorities of the 8 or 
“General Aſſembly of ſuch Province or Colony, and 
« diſpoſable . by. Parliament; and ſball engage to make 
ct Proyifion alſo for the Support of the Civil Govern- 
« ment, and the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in ſuch Pro- 
« vince or Colony; it will be proper, if ſach Propoſal 
ec ſhall be approved of by his Majeſty in Parliament, 
de and for ſo long as ſuch Proviſion ſhall be made ac- 
& eordingly, to forbear in Reſpect of ſuch Province, 
& or Colony, to levy any Duties, Tax, or Aſſeſſment, 
s except only ſuch Duties as it may be expedient to 
« impoſe for the Regulation of Commerce; the nett 
& Produce of the Duties laſt mentioned, to be carried 
« to the Account of ſuch Province, Colony, or Planta- 
« tion reſpeRtively.” In what Light this Refotution 
of the Commons bf Great Britain appeared to the Ame- 
ricans, We may ather from tile Comment made upon 
it, in theit famous Delaration, in which they are pleaſ- 


to ſtile it“ an infidious Manckuvre, calculated to divide 
« the Americans, and to eſtabliſh a perpetual Auftion ef 
Taxation, where Colony ſhould bid againft Colony, 
* all of them uninformed what Ranſom mould redeem 


« their Lives; and thus to extort from them, at the 


&« Point of the Bayonet, the unknown Sums that ſhould 
et be ſufficient to gratify, if poſſible to gratify miniſterial 
cc Rapacity, with the miſerable Indulgence left them of 


& raiſing, in their own Moge, the preſcribed Tribute. 2» 


The Engliſh and American Condütt held out to our 


View in the Extracts before us, furniſh a PROPER 
Comment upon each other 


11 
my.” = l 


1 
CounTRYMEN, of Bx ETA ros. If you Gen- 
tlemen who are fo very violent upon this Oc- 
caſion will ſpeak out from your Hearts, you 
will ſay that you have been diſappointed at the 
Conduct of Miniſtry, which has wiſely purſu- 
ed Meaſures that can be blamed only from 
their Want of Succeſs; but which even vou 
are obliged to approve in the Intention upon 
which they were adopted. And if you ſtill 
ſupport your Oppoſition, you appear to me 
reduced to the Neceſſity, as the Matter now 
ſtands, of deelaring yourſelves Advocates for 
ReBzLs; wlio have rejected all Means of rea- 
ſonable Accommodation, and have trampled 
with Inſult; upon the Generofity and Indulgence 
of a COMPASSIONATE : SOVEREIGN. If you are 
in Doubt with Reſpe& to the proper Applica- 
tion of the Term juſt made uſe of, the Au- 
thority of your Favourite, Mr. Locks, will 
pledge itſelf in my Behalf. Rebellion, ſays 
he, being an Oppoſition, not to PERSoꝶs hut 


- AvTHoRiTY; which is founded only in the Con- 


ſtitutions and Laws of the Government, thoſe 
WHOEVER THEY BE, who by Force break 
through, and by Force juſtify. their Violation 
of them, are truly and properly RRBRIG = 
| Had Mr. Locks lived in theſe Days, ib had 
deen ſcarce poſſible for him to have put tage- 

f 1 ther 
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ther a Form of Words more applicable to the 
preſent Conduct of the Americans, than is of- 
fer'd to us in this Extract. But think not 1 
wiſh to pen you up in a Corner, and taking up- 
on myſelf the Character of InqusrroR, oblige 
you to cry out, We want no Severeign.” If 
fach a Sentiment harbours in your Breaſt, there 
let it remain. No good End can be anſwered 
in drawing it forth to View. But do not de- 
celve yourſelves with vain Ideas and ſpecious 
Arguments. Lock back upon former Times 
and tremble. Tunis is a Truth which in Spite 
of all the Pomp of Eloquence, and the Infinu- 
ations of defigning Men, will ever ſtand its 
Ground; that a reftleſs and diſcontented Spirit 
leadeth to Conrusron, and from Conrus0n 
e cometh every evil Work.” | 


The Argument which the oRBATZSsTLAwyrn 


in this Kingdem has made uſe of upon this 


Oecaſlion, is the oy Argument which ſhould 
now be appealed to. It matters not thro* whit 
Meuns we get into out preſent Dilemma; the 
Queſtion at preſent turns, or at leaſt with every 
honeſt Engliſhman ought to turn, upon the 
molt effectual Method of drawing ourſelves 
ont of it. All Arguments founded upon a 
— Conſideration of Men and Things 
he tend 
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tend only to draw us off from the grand Object 
of our preſent Purſuit, that of reſtoring Peace 
and Tranquility to our Colonies. The funda- 
mental Point in Queſtion muſt therefore be 
laid aſide; we are now called upon in our Na- 
TIONAL CHARACTER to defend our Poſſeſſions. 
It will be Time enough after we have ſecured 
ourſelves in this Reſpect, to adjuſt t. the original 
Matter in Diſpute; and to ſettle a Plan of 
Legiſlation, when our American Brethren ſhew 
themſelves diſpoſed to receive Legiſlation at our 
Hands, Is there any Hope thit after having 
driven their old Protectors from amongſt them, 
after having taken Poſſeſſion in their own 
Names of a Country, which we have dearly 
bought for them with the Price of Blood and 
Treaſure; that they will ſubmit to Terms of 
Accommodation ; which we who conſider our- 
ſelves in the Light of the guLING Couvrxv, 
ſhall then propoſe to them? Will they not 
hold thoſe Poſſeſſions upon their own Terms, 
which Experience has taught them to maintain 
| with their own Arms? They are Fools if they 
do not. Rut American Ideas, and Engliſh 
Ideas ought to differ widely upon this Subject. 
Thoſe therefore who at this critical Juncture, 
feel the unnatural Inclination to wiſh Succeſs 
to. the American Arms, myſt not be offended 
| D 2 with 


G2 
with us . we as Barroxs diſclaim them : Let 
them pack up their SEDITIOUS PRINCIPLES, and 


retire to America; we had rather meet them 


in the Field, as open Enemies to our national 
Welfare and Conſtitution, than cheriſh! them 
in our Boſom at homie, to wait only the favour- 
able Opportunity of ſtinging us more effectu- 


ally. Let thoſe oloRLOUs PaTRtoTs who cc re- 
joice that America has reſiſted, wal who would 


be brought on their Couch, and ſet down in the 
Houſe for the Sake, of ſupporting . AMERICAN 
INDEPENDANCE; who now buſy themſelves in 


blowing up the Flames of Sedition, and in ſup- 


plying weak Judgments with weak and deceit- 
ful Arguments : Who, to borrow an elegant 
Allufion from a late excellent Divine, e view. 


„with Pleaſure the Factions and Diſturbances 


9 Kingdom; and like the Lame and Im- 
« potent at the Pool of Bethſeda, long for the 
e troubling of the Waters, that they 1 may firſt 
ſtep in, and make ſome private Advantage 
« of the public Calamity:” Let “ this uf. 


trious Band of Peers and Commoners” retire 


to the fairy Land, of which they ſeem to be ſo 


enthuſiaſtically fond; let them take the lead in 


the HonouRABLE ee let them there aſ- 


ſume to themſelves the glorious Titles of LI. 


| BERATORS PATRIE: If they have Ambition; 


Ame- 


% 0 * 
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Abit opens to them an * Field; if they 


have Courage, they may . ride pen 
the ee n : 


But witk vs in England the Cafe is . widely 
different. We are in Peace and Proſperity ; z 
and altho' the Clamor of the pisApPOI TED 
is heard in our Streets, yet reaſonable Men 
are almoſt unanimous in their Sentiments and 


Reſolutions: Reaſonable Men know and value 


the Privileges they enjoy, and ſeemed deter- 
mined to maintain themſelves in the Poſſeſſion 
of them. And are they to be blamed for this? 
Will not every Man in his ſober Senſes prefer 
a certain Good in Poss Ess iox, to an uncertain 
one in RE VERSION ? He moſt undoubtedly 
will. | | 


If therefore in the preſent Caſe, an unfortu- 


nate Concurrence of Circumſtances has brought 
us into a diſagreeable Situation, we look for- 
ward with Patience to a Time when Things 
will take a better Turn. We are ſenſible, or 

at leaſt we ought to be, that there is but one 
Way that points to a Remedy; which Remedy 
muſt conſiſt in an Unanimity of Sentiment, 
and a Combination of Power. Few public 


Affairs are, or can be tranſaged by any Body 


of 
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of fallible Men without being ſubject to Miſ. 
take, and Overſight. Where the Fault, and 
what the Fault has been, is now no longer an 
Object of Conſideration, The Inveſtigation 
of this Point will conſume Time, and at beſt 
þe attended with doubtful Concluſions, But 


there is this certain and incontrovertible Truth, 


annexed to the Caſe before us, that whoever 
bears the Blame, the NaTion; as a Narrox, 
is doom'd to bear the Loſs. 


This is the Conſideration which, from the 
Nature of Things, ſhould now be impreſſed 
upon our Minds; a Confideration, which will 
lead us to Meaſures as reſolute, as they are 
juſtifiable. GOD forbid! that ENGLISHMEN 


| ſhould appear Advocates for an unneceſſary 


Exertion of Military Power; we would only 
countenance ſuch Exertion ſo far as it may be 


deemed expedient in the preſent Exigency. Miſ- 


judged Lenity has proved inefficacious to the 
Purpoſe required. But as EnGLiSHMEN, who. 


regard the AMERICANS in the Light of Fellow- 


Subjects, we xejoice that the Experiment has 


been made, That it has proved a fruitleſs 


one, was impoſſible to have been foreſeen but 
by thoſe, who meant it ſhould prove fo, T here 


was all the Reaſon to conclude both from 


Cir- 


( 
Circumſtances, and Intelligence, that Matters 
might have been accommodated; provided 
Government made ſome ſmall Preparations to 
ſupport its Authority, A GENERAL was ſent 
over, who, from his Connections in America, 
appeared rather in the Character of a Mzp1a- 
rok between the Mother Country and the 
Colonies, than in the odious one of a Miz. 
TARY EXECUTIONER. That he has by no Means 
proved the latter, is evident from F acts; and 
how far he has been of Service in the former 


Character, let the preſent Situation of the Co- 
lonies determine. 0 


"1, od 


But Ai I do not ſee how Government | is to 
be blam'd in this Caſe : Becauſe it has acted, 
or appears to me to have adted from the Be- 
ginning, upon a humane, and juſtifiable Prin- 
ciple; that of bringing the Colonies back to 
their Obedience, by the moſt gentle and palli- 
ative Methods. If Go vA nN has been de- 


ceived in judgment reſpecting the Colonies; 
ſo I believe we may venture to ſay, has the 
Bulk of England been deceived alſo: If the 
PaTRIoTs enjoy'd a particular Portion of IIlu- 
mination on this Head, it was their Duty, as 
Engliſhmen, to have put Government upon its 
Guard: And tho' they might not chooſe to 

drop 
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drop their favourite Idea relative to the Riour 
in Queſtion, they are yet by no Means to be 
juſtified in ſacrificing the Lives and Properties 
of their F W in pe of that 
Idea. | 

But Deceit ſeems to have ſpread its ill Ef. 
fects on all Sides. If EncLanD has been de- 
ceived; AMERICA has been deceived at leaſt 
in an equal Degree. If-wez on this Side the 
Atlantic, have vainly flatter'd ourſelves that 
American Reſiſtance would - ſhrink back in the 
Day of Trial; our Fellow- Subjects on the other 
Side, have vainly flattered themſelves alſo, that 
the Means which on a former Occafion prov'd 
ſo. effectual to their Purpoſe, would be again 
attended with [ſimilar Succeſs; and that what 
in the preſent Inſtance they were taught to con- 
fider in the Light of a MinisTERIAL Maxkv- 
var, could not long ſtand its Ground, againſt 
the combined Powers of deſperate Reſiſtance 
in the Field, and clamorous mg A in the 
ae. 

Whatever Concluſions may be drawn from the 
Ideas upon which the Americans have proceed- 
ed in this Affair; yet ſuppoſing all Credit be 
given to their Supporters in this Country (and 

h let 


8 . 

let me tell you this is granting them more than 
they have a Title to expect at our Hands,) I 
ſay ſuppoſing all Credit be given them fos 
having endeavoured hitherto, to ſupport the 
American Cauſe upon PIPER: Suppofing - 
we believe, becauſe we hope, and becauſe we 
do not wiſh to aggravate Matters, that Men 
of Education, Character, and Fortune; who 
have diſtinguiſh*'d themſelves in the Support 
of this unhappy Conteſt, muſt have proceeded 
upon the Grounds: of rational Conviction: 55 
What then? We have Men of equal Educa- 
tion, Character and F ortune, and infinitely 
fuperior to thoſe Genflenien iri Number and 
Conſequence, Wo, proceeding, as we have a 
Right to take for granted, upon the ſame Prin- 
ciple, and the ſame Grounds of rational Con- 
viction; are found widely to differ from them 
in Sentiment upon the Point in Diſpute. The 
Matter concerns the Government Revenue. Go- 
VERNMENT had a Right therefore, to. judge of 
the Neceſſity and Expedieney of it. It did fo - 
in a conſtitutional Manner. The general Rea- 
ſon of the Thing will admit of no Controverſy. 
But the Subſtitution of the Mops, by which 
the End in View was to be obtain'd, is diſputed 
upon CONSTITUTIONAL PziNciPLEs. What are 

we to ſay then? Are we to contend for the 
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Shadow, whilſt we are manifeſtly loſing the Sab. 
ſtance ? Let us however ſtate our. Plea, that 
we may ſee what Face it wears. 


We have fought, we have conquered for the 
Americans. We have reſtored Peace to their 


Poſſeſſions at Home, and freed them from Ap- 


prehenſions of Diſturbance from Abroad.“ In 
ſo doing we have contracted a Debt too heavy 
for Engliſh Shoulders to bear. We apply to 
them for Relief, they refuſe us; and yet at the 
ſame Time confeſs. that their internal Re- 
ſources are great.“ But as it would be tos. 
barefaced Ingratitude, to refuſe in this Caſe, 
without n ſome Reaſon for ſo doing; they 

trump 
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* Altho” it be allow'd, that the Colonies exerted 
themſelves to fuch a Degree in the Proſecution of this 
War, as to entitle them to large Reimburſements from 
this Country at the Conclufion of it; and (as it has been 
advanced in one of their political Sermons) © That they 
not only did their Part, but more than their Part for the 
common. Good,” yet the Generoſity of ene Parliament, 
cannot with any Reaſon be pleaded againſt the Proceed- 
ings of another, in a Caſe which preſents a different Ob- 
ject to Conſideration. Reimburſements for extraordi- 
nary Expences, might in a politic View be deemed ne- 
ceſſary, to anſwer the immediate Exigencies of a Coun- 
try, which had Jong been the Seat of War, and which 
in in Conſequence might be "yet to be left in an ex- 
hauſted 


n | 
trump up an ideal one, which their Friends in 
England have been ſo good to dreſs into 
Form for them. A Reaſon, which tho' in its 
Origin graſsly miſapplied, was nevertheleſs too 
favourable a one to the Way of thinking it was 
meant to ſupport, to be let fall to the Ground. 
The Americans, as it might be ſuppoſed; rea- 
dily caught at the tempting Bait which miſ- 
judging Patriots threw out to them, and have 
been chewing the Cudd upon it ever ſince. 
They appear now indeed to have thoroughly 
digeſted it; and behold, its natural Off- ſpring 
proves to be, what we might have foreſeen it 
would be, a wanton and unnatural Rebellion. 
Thanks to our GLORIOUS PaTRIOTS; their De- 
ſerts 


* 
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hauſted Condition. But where was the Mother Coun- 
try to apply for Relief in a Caſe of ſimilar Exigency ? 
The Reimburſements granted to the Colonies at this cri- 
tical Period, do not appear ta me to offer one ſound . 
Reaſon, why America ſhould not on a future Occaſion, 
as ſhe increaſed in Strength and Abilities, be called up- 
on, in a conſtitutional Manner, to contribute her-Quota, 
towards lightening the heavy Oxvs which the Profecu- 
tion of an expenſive War had laid upon the Shoulders 
of the Motuzr Countar. - If any Concluſion, applica- 
ble to the Point in Queſtion, is ta be drawn from this 
generous Condutt of the Britiſh Pafliament, it appears 
to me rather to make againſt the Colonies, than for 
them, 2 


— — 
DD 


x 
. 
4 . 
y ! , 
4 | 
0 
; 
* 
17 
, 11 
1 , 
: 
{ ; 4 
. $44 
* 
ſ | 94 
0 
„ 0 9 
* 
II 
* 
114 
| > 
1 
4: 
: 1 
ih 
3 
; 
3 
J 
1 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
« 


— * - 
— 4x 2 


= __— * — 
7 eames the” 
— — — 


1 
ch > I NE he. — 
= —— 5 
1 : 
T * = = * 
ce ens wx * —_— 


( 28 ) 


ſerts may entitle them to Statues and honorable 
Diſtinfions in AMERICA; but EnGLanD owes 
them fer different Rewards, for r Services. 


The Objection 1 to the Mode adopt- 
ed by Goyernment in the Caſe before us; (an 
Objection which originated in 'Great-Pritain, ) 
thus ſpeciouſly held out to us by the Ameri- 
cans, has proved, as it were the maſked Bat- 
tery, behind which they have been long ſince 
preparing themſelves for a regular Attack, up- 
on the Conſtitution of their Mother Country. 
And is it poſſible, that there ſhould be Men 
poſſeſs*'d of prime Parts and Abilities, wha 
either cannot, or will not ſee thro? this Decep- 
tion? Let theſe Gentlemen look into the pre- 
ſent State of Affairs in our Colonies ; either 
the Americans are dependant upon us, or they 
are not. Either they are ſubje& to the legi- 
llative Authority of this Kingdom, or they are 
not. There may be ſome Doubt which of theſe 
two very oppoſite Poſitions will ſtand its Ground. 
But the Fatality of the preſent Times ſeems to 
be hurrying theſe diſputed Points to a final De- 


termination, 


ENGLISHMEN, both from Nature and Edu- 
cation, poſſeſs a Kind of conſtitutional Repug- 
nance 


( 

nance to ſlaviſn Principles, upon whatever Plea 
they be adopted. It is to be hoped therefore, 
that there is no Danger of their being the Means 
of encouraging the Propagation of thoſe Prin- 
eiples, Abroad, which they have ſo long, and 
ſo effectually ſtruggled to ſuppreſs at Home. 
They regard the Americans in full as favour- 
able a Light as their Dzm1-Gop, Lord CHA- 
THAM does: “ as Sons, notBaſtards of England.“ 
They are ready to allow, with their zealous 
Advocate Lord Campen, © that the Forefa- 
thers of the Americans did not leave their na- 
tive Country, and ſubje& themſelves to every 
Danger and Diſtreſs, to be reduced to a State 
of Slavery. That they did not give up their 
Rights; but looked for Protection and not 
Chains from their Mother Country.” But: 
was there need on the preſent Occaſion to. draw 
up ſuch alarming Ideas in Battle Array ? Was 
there one good End that could poſſibly be an- 
frered by ſuch extravagant Figures of Oratory ? 
If the Parliament was about to adopt an uncon- 
ſtitutional Meafure, did this violent Charge, 
by which the Parliament of Great-Britain was 
held forth as uſurping Deſpotic Authority, and 
fixing Chains upon the Necks of a free people, 
preſent the moſt probable Means of bringing 
the Point in queſtion to a rational Diſcuſſion ? 
One 


e 


One ill Effect at leaſt, as might have been 
foreſeen, was ſure to follow from ſuch illjuuęed 


Expreſſions; that thoſe who were diſpoſed to 


cenſtrue them in a literal Senſe, were glad to 
find ſuch reſpectable Authority to countenance 


them in fo doing. 


The Forefathers of the Americans did not 


give up their Rights.” Granted on all Sides, 
Their Rights are not meant to be invaded, 


They look*d for Protection,” that they have 


enjoyed it in the fulleſt Senſe of the Term, is 
2 Truth not to be controverted. © But not 
for Chains from their Mother Country. 3 
this Bard Expreſſion is levelled at the Impoſi- 


tion of a Paltry Tax, it will on all Hands be 


allow'd to be fomewhat tao ſtrong for the Oc- 


In whatever Light Lord Campen might 


view the Point in Queſtion, he muſt be con- 


vinced that Parliament proceeded upon a con- 


STITUTIONAL IDza, That it meant only, to 


exerciſe that fupreme Authority, which the 
Conftitution had veſted in it for the public. 
Good. If the Right of exercifing fuch Autho- 
thority-in this Caſe had never been fully aſcer- 
, the Time ſeemed now to preſent a fair 


Occa- 
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( 
Occaſion, for the ſatisfactory Adjuſtment of 
this Point. The conſtitutional Line between 
Great- Britain and her Colonies, might ow have 
been determinately drawn, and all future Alterca- 
tion upon the Subject effectually prevented. 
But by repreſenting the Matter in Queſtion in 
uch a Light, as could only ſerve to work upon 
the Paſſions of the Parties concerned; to rouſe 
a Spirit of reſolute Oppoſition on one Side, 
without offering the proper Means of Convir- 
tion to the other; ſo far from being the Me- 
thod which Prudence would point out, as the 
moſt effectual Method to bring Differences to 
2 reaſonable. Adjuſtment, was the one, beſt 
calculated Em the very — Effect. 


7 


Addreſſes of ſuch a Nature never fail to carry + 
with them a ſuſpicious Appearance. When 
Men of Abilities have Recourſe to them, it 
proceeds in general, from a Conviction of che 
Weakneſs of the Cauſe they have taken in 


Hand, and their Reſolution to. maintain that ' 
Cauſe at all Events. 


Had Tyzsz GENTLEMEN thought proper to 
have ſubſtituted Argument for Declamattion 
had they employ'd their Abilities to prove the 
Inexpediency, or Illegality of the Meaſure pro- 

poſed 
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poſed, inſtead of raiſing groundleſs Apprehen- 
ſions concerning it, and cauſing Fear where in 
Fact no Fear was; the Diſpute might have ter- 
minated where it originated. AmMERIca might 
not, in ſuch a Caſe; have fancy'd that GREAT- 
BriTAin meant to enflave her. The Idea might 
not have occurr'd to her; or if it had; to be 
the Means of confirming her in that Idea, was 
moſt undoubtedly the worſt Policy that could be 
adopted by Members of the Britiſn Senate, at 
a Time, when it was not yet determined, whether 
the Subject in Queſtion could be view'd in ſo 
unconſtitutional a Light. The Diſpute was 


e adhuc ſub Fudice.” GOVERNMENT had the E- 


vidence of STATUTES and PRECEDENTS to pro- 


duce on its Side. It ſhall be allow'd that the 
Idea of Right form'd the Ground-work upon 
which both Parties meant to ſtand. But upon 
drawing the Subje& in Diſpute to a Point; the 
Opinion of the Majority determin'd, as it had 
before determin'd on like Occafions, in Favor 
of the Meaſure propos'd, as a MASURR con- 
SISTENT WITH THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS 


CounTRY. 


But making all Allowance for that conſtitu- 
tional Freedom of Debate, ſo neceſſary to be 
_ exerciſed by Members of the Britiſh Senate; 
and 


\ 
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and conſidering thoſe extravagant Expreſſions; 
which have been injudiciouſly thrown. out upon 
this Occaſion, as the Effuſion of Imagiriations 
warm'd with the genefous Idea of ſupporting 
a juſt Cauſe; yet as the Matter now wears a 
different Face; and having received the Sanc- 
tion of PARLIAMENTARY AutaoRITY, is to be 
conſidered as the Act of the leglllatlve Body 
of this Kitigdom; an Oppoſition to it can 
be no fonger maintained; in confiſtthce with 
the Aﬀtegiance due tö that Authority. Up- 
on this State of the Cafe; however the A- 
MERICANS may be juttiflec in refifting an Au- 
thority, which according to the general Opi- 
nion in that Country was tinconſtitationally ex- 
erted ; yet Members '6f the Britiſh Commu? 
nity, whs have 4 congJri#uttoN AL STANDARD 
ſet up for them to judge by 1 in this Affair, can 
no longer countenance fueh Refiftatice, upoti 
any Prineiple of found Policy, or true Patriot- 
im. For if Oppoſition is, accofding t6 the 


Principles of our Conſtitution, not n to ſur- 


„ << at — n * 


vive the legal Deterttiifiation of the Meaſure 
propoſed, but alſo to be further employ'd, in 
juſtifying," and fupportitig at all Events, an 
ortn ResrSTaxck to the legiflative Authority, 
upon which ſuch Determination is eftabliſhed ; 

there — to me to be but à very thin Par- 
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tition drawn, between the regular Proceeding 


of a BriTISH PARLIAMENT, and the irregular ' 


Cabals . of a Potisn Diet; where the VETO of 
diſcontented Individuals, is confider'd as ſound- 


ing the Alarm, for a military Deciſion of the 


Point in Diſpute. 


— 


I will readily grant, that Caſes may happen, 


even in eſtabliſh'd Governments, to juſtify Re- 


ſiſtance to Authority. But at the ſame Time, 
J maintain is to be an Idea on all Accounts 
to be kept back, rather than propagated ; be- 


cauſe it is an Idea, which Nature will readily 
furniſh for herſelf, when ſhe finds herſelf re- 


duced to the fatal Neceſſity of realizing it, 


Every cool judging Man therefore, will ſcru- 


pulouſly avoid holding forth a Doctrine of ſuch 
dangerous. Tendency, till he is well aſſured 
what. Concluſions will be drawn from it: Till 
he cannot only juſtify the Occaſion to which it 
is applied; but can alſo take upon himſelf to 
anſwer to Society, for the End and Defign, which 


the RESISTING PARTIES: may. ultimately have in 


View. What that End and Deſen was in the 
preſent Inſtance, F acts have by this Time fully 
demonſtrated to us. What the Coloniſts are 
aiming at, is u too manifeſt to admit a 
Doubt; and * we lay aſide perverſe Diſ- 


putings, 
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putings, and join Hand and Heart to coun- 
teract the Attempt, their future Succeſs will 
be as manifeſt as their preſent Proceedings. 


To argue from Events back to their Cauſes 


is obvious to moderate Underſtandings; but 
to draw future Events from the Contemplation 
of preſent Cauſes, requires no common Share 
of Judgment, and argues ſome conſummate 
Knowledge of Men and Things. The ParRI- 
ors, now they have the Authority of Events to 
go on, condemn with open Mouth the Mea- 
fures that have been adopted; 7hey foreſaw the 
Conſequences of the determined Reſolution, 


and the enthuſiaſtic Love of Liberty, as they 


are pleaſed to call it, which glowed in the 
Breaſts of their beloved Americans, Divixs 
SOOTHSAYERS! Let them exerciſe once more 


their Power of Divination, and tell us ow in 


the Spirit of Prophecy, what will be the Con- 


ſequences of the preſent Conteſt in America? 


Where the Madneſs of this People will termi- 


nate? Suppoſe the Americans ſhould ſucceed 


ſo far, as to beat our Troops out of their 
Country, and our Ships from their Coaſts? 
Will they tien be diſpoſed to meet us on ami- 


cable Ground, and argue the Point with us 


as Friends? Will they be ten diſpoſed either 
F 2 ta 
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to offer, or accept Terms of Accommoda- 


tion? Will they ſubmit to pay Tribute, when 
Fortune ſhall have put the Staff in their Hands, 
and emancipated them from our Authority ? 
Abſurd and ridiculous ! What are we then con- 
tending for? For a diſputed Right? Be it ſo. 
But mark the Conſequences in this Caſe. Should 
- the AmMzRICans prevail, we not only looſe the 
R1cHT, but at the ſame Time every Thing 
THAT Richr is meant to convey z If ws pre- 
vail, we at leaſt fecure to ourſelves the Poſleſ- 
ſion of the Power; and with Reſpect to the Ex- 
ertion of that Power, the Parklors will then 
be at full Liberty to plead, harangue, and dif- 
pute again: But, ſince the Matter muſt come 
to a Trial; in every Conſideration gf national 
Honour and national Intereſt, the ſooner it is 
brought to a Concluſion, the better. By our 
Diviſions in England, we retard the Wheels of 
GOVERNMENT; we facrifice the Lives of our 
Fellow-Subje&s ; we increaſe the Ovus of na- 
tional Expence z we give Time for the Spirit 


of Oppoſition to grow in Strength; and the 


Proſpe& on all Hands looks more big with 
Conſequences, And what Amends can be 
made to POOR SUFFERING ENGLAND, for this 
wanton Waſte of her Blood and Treaſure ? 
Tnosx, who now countenance and ſupport the 
Amg- 
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American Cauſe, would do well to canfider the 


heavy Charge, that will one Day lie at Heir 
Door. 


If the Clamour of Parkiors was always to 


paſs for a juſ# Condemnation of Meaſures, there 
never were Meaſures in this Country, which 
could meet with the Approbation gf honeſt Men. 


But a very ſmall Acquaintance with the general 


Character of the Engliſh Nation, and a tranſi. 
ent View of the Nature of their political Ar- 
rangements, will qualify us, to form a very dif- 


ferent Concluſion upon this Head, We ſhall 


then know, that Oppoſition is not always attend- 
ed with Conviction on the Part of the Orro- 
SERS; and that few, or no. Meaſures ever can be 
adopted, that will not be ſubject to the Miſin- 


terpretation of hoſe, who too often oppoſe, 
merely for the Sake of Oppoſition : We will. 


appeal to the ParRiors of the preſent Day, 


for the Confirmation of this Remark. We will 
charge them to anſwer us candidly and honeſtly, 
reſpecting the general Motive of their Conduct, 
on the Subject of the preſent American Diſ- 
pute. If they deign to give us any Anſwer at 


all, they mwſt confeſs, that their grand Object 


has been, as much as might be, to diſtreſs Go- 


VERNMENT; for we Will not, we cannot in Charity 
| ſuppoſe 
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fuppoſe them ſo far dead to all Senſe of natio- | 


nal Honor, and national Attachment, as to 


mean to ſtamp, with the -Author ity of their | 


Countenance and Support, a Spirit of REBEL- 
- 2.YOUS INDEPENDENCE in the Colonies, Yet 


that ſuch has been in a great Degree the Con- 


ſequence of their miſtim'd Oppoſition, fatal Ex- 


perience ſhews us; and it would be well for this 


Nation in the prefent Juncture; if the Parki- 
oTs would ac employ their Powers in a con- 
frary Direction, and prove themſelves, as in- 


ſtrumental in redeeming us from our Misfor- 


tunes, as they undoubtedly have been in plung- 
ing us into them. | 


Ready on all Occafions to allow Merit where 


it is due, I am griev'd to ſay, that when all 


comes to all, the Merit whick the PaTzioTts 


have to boaſt on the preſent Occaſion has only 
a relative, by no Means a poſitive Quality an- 
nex'd to it. Tmes: GENTLEMEN, it muſt be 
confeſs'd, have done the State ſome Service: 
And in return, I will «ſet down nought in Ma, 


lice againſt them.“ They have put a Match to 
the Train of American Treaſon, before their 


Engine of State was duly prepar'd for the Ex- 
ploſion. They have warm'd into Life, the ger- 
minating Seed of AuERICAN INDEPENDENCE, 

oo. 
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Half a Century perhaps before, in the Courſe 
of Nature, it. might have produc'd Fruit ripe 
for the plucking. It is not to be fear'd, but 
that the Plant, which owes its preſent Exiſtence 
to the Effect of ſuch exotick Vegetation, will 
conſiſt of too tender Stamina, to reſiſt for any 
Length of Time, the Rudeneſs of the Climate, 
to which it ſeems likely to be expoſed,  . 


In this daring Attempt then, the PATRIOTS 


have done us Service; they have cauſed Ame- 
xICa to take off the Maſk; they have brought 


her upon the Stage, before ſhe was fully pre- 


par'd to act her Part; and forced her into the 


Field againſt us, before her Council had pro- 
perly laid down the Plans of Attack, If it fol. 
lowed from the Nature of Things, that Mat- 
ters ſhould one Time o or other reach that Point, 


on which they at preſant ſtand if American 


Ideas and Engliſh Ideas were, by. fatal, Necefli- 
ty doom'd.to be one Day brought t to the Deci- 
ſion of the Sword; ws. ,rejoice as well as THEM 
that America has refiſted.” „ If Gnear Bur- 
TAIN muſt try her Strength i in. Support of urn 
Ricurs, ſhe cannot try it too ſoon. Delay i in 
this.Caſe, is the moſt dangerous Expedient that 
ſhe could have Recourſe to. Thanks to Opro- 
SITION then, for having torn che Bandage from 


the 
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the Wound, and by drovecing its gangrendus 


Tendeney, thereby 1 out to us the — 
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But ilk We approve Wi Een Wee af tha 
"try Time condemn the Cau/e. Wuliſt we place 
a Laürel on the Heads of the Patriots with one 
Hand; Juſtice to ourſelves obligts us, to take it 
away with the other. The only Way I ſee at 
preſent for THesz GenrLeMen to act, in Cbn- 
fiſtedcewiththe Duty they owe to their Friends; 
and to thelt Coutttry, is to factifice private to 
public Views; to ſtand dit; and ingenudtiſi⸗ con- 
feſs, that they have been deceived; greſſh ateiv- 
ed; that AU ERteA, the Tool with which they have 
been working; Has provid ineffectual” s theit 
Purpoſes: And'if they Will now put oh che Cha- 
ander of Ege if ey will rendunce 
thofe Tdtas; of the Futifty bf whlch, they maſt 
be by this Time fally convinced; if they will 
give up thoſe Means, Mich Rabe prob inef- 
fectual to their Ends; if "they will now Join with 
Vs, in catering” to codntefaet the Efrects 
of 4 Poiſon, hien Tary Have been ſb inſtru- 
mental in Adttiniering; ; we Will getierotifly 
draw a Vefl of Oblivion; over the Ertors of pat 
Judgement, and ghidly ©-6perate ith therm 
in the eENEkar. Cavs; Which, in whatever 

Light 
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Light it may ſtrike them conſidered as Indivi- 
duals, is, in the Opinion of by far the moſt 
numerous, and by f far the moſt reſpectable Part of 
this Nation; A causzE SUPPORTED UPON | THE 
GROUND OB RATIQNAL Coxvieriox, AND BUILT 
VON THE SQUYPATION: OF CONSTITUTIONAL 


Pp 1nCIPLES. CAI ng NE 
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An Attempt to 8 Oppoſition 


at al Events; would be to deprive the punric 
Wear of one of its main Props of Support. 
Oprosrriox, when guided by Moderation, and 
ſupported upon Conviction, is not only expe- 
dient, but in ſome Meaſure neceſſary to the 
Adminiſtration of public Affairs. In this 
View, it ferves.in, the double Capacity, of, an 
impelling and reſtraining Motive ; it rouſes 
that national Spirit ſo neceſſaty to the Preſer- 
vation of the. national Welfare; and at the 
ſame Time reſtrains it from over-leãping the 


Bounds, which Reaſon and Prudence preſcribe 
to it. But Varig in its Exceſs, may in ſome 
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when 5 takes Place, the beſt Cauſes 
often become productive of the worſt Effects. 
When GOVERNMENT proceeds upon warranta- 
ble Principles, eyery honeſt Man is call'd upon 
fo ſtand forth in its Support: but if Govxxx- 

G MENT 


14 21 


1696 
mixr muſt be oppoſed, for no other Reaſon 


than becauſe it is GovznnmenT; an Axe is 


haid to the Root of the Free, and it muſt fall; 
in ſuch 4 Caſe, Experience will ſnew us, that 
regular Adminiſtration will not be long able to 
maintain its Ground, againſt the tumultuous 
Cabals of Anarchy and Confuſion. If Facts are 
wanting to confirm this Obſervation, we need 
not go from Home; let ExelAxD who has 


been a Max TYR to the Truth df 2 _w for 


herſelf, . 


But we will leave this difmal Proſpect, in 
Hopes chat it is not in any Degree applica- 


ble to the preſent Times. In hopes I ſay, for 


1 would not wiſh to aggravate Matters by a 
contrary: Suppoſttion, whatever may happen to 
be my private Sentiments upon the Subject; 
becauſe the Expoſition of evil Defigns has in 
many Inftances, pays of A 
them i into Exccutios: . 


3. 


29 us cheiefore Par e bes Theo upon 


windel that Matters wilt poffibly- bear. Let 


us enter into them, as they now preſent them. 
ſelves, with that Calmneſs which it will be ne- 


ceffary for us to adopt, if we mean to carry 


e, along with us. Alcho SHE has been 


much 


* 
, 
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much abufed in the Progreſs of this Affair; 
tho' by the Tongue of Clamor su has been 


driven as it were from our Preſence, and from 


our Councils; SHE will yet be inclined to re- 


turn to us, if we manifeſt a Diſpoſition to re- 


ceive her. Let us then receive her; by ker 
Aſſiſtance we may be qualified, to form a Judg- 
ment correſpondent to the Exigency, on which 
we employ her. UnerzJupic'd Reasox, if we 
do not take Methods to drown her Voice, or 
pervert her Meaning, will tell us; that the 


Point in Queſtion is no longer a controverſial 


or a ſpeculative Point, on which Men upon 


Ideas of natural Freedom have a Right to dif- 


fer; it is nom become a CONSTITUTIONAL one; 
which, as it equally affects the Kingdom at 


large, muſt be equally ſupported by the King- 
dom at large. 


If by Way of Argument it be allowed, that 
MixIs TRV ſhould bear the Conſequences of the 
Meaſures, which have been adopted upon the 


preſent Occaſion; I would call upon the Sup- ; 


porters of that Argument, to deviſe any poſ- 
ſible Method, by which thoſe Conſequences 
ſhall be contrived to fall wkolely and ſolely upon 
THEIR He aps. If they cannot; to what Pur- 
pole do we now differ from each other; when 
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the Event, whatever it prove, will fall indiſcrimi- 
nately upon us all. But what Views could Mi- 
NIS TRY have in the Proſecution of an Affair of 
this Nature, different from thoſe which you 
muſt, or ought to have upon the ſame Ocea- 
ſion. Will uch as individuals, become gainers 
or loſers by the Event, more than you or me ? 
Their Object appears to have been no more nor 
leſs, 'than to transfer Part of the Burden of our 
national Expence, upon the Shoulders of our 
American Brethren.” If they fucceed, the Be- 
nefit will in due Proportion accrue to us all. 
If they miſcarry, we 'miſcarry alſo. But was 
there no weightier Conſideration to influence 
our Conduct in the Caſe before us, Gratitude 
to MinisTxy for well-meant Endeavours, ſhould 
induce us in our corporate Capacity, to ſup- 
port them in a Cauſe, evidently undertaken for 
the Benefit of the Community. | 


All the Clamors which you have ſo induſtri- 
ouſly raiſed againſt them, ſorry am I on your 
Account to ſay, have not, that I can find, a- 
mounted as yet, to any juſt Impeachment of 
the Meaſures purſued. Defamation by no 
Means tends to the Purpoſe of Conviction. 
The Abuſe of Language has ſo far prevailed 
in this licentious Age, that perhaps we might 


come 
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eome nearer the Truth, if Words, in their pre- 
ſent Acceptation, were to be conſidered, as 
expreſſive of Ideas, the very oppoſite to thoſe, 
to which they. were originally annexed. Let 
us therefore lay, aſide vain babbling; it only 
<onſumes Time, and anſwers no End but that 
of expoſing ourſelves in the Eyes of Europe, 
Let us fairly come to the Point in Hand. 


Tell me, after all your clamorous Objections 
to the Plans purſued by Government, have 
you ever made one ſerious Propoſal that could, 
conſiſtent with the Honour of this Country, be 
conſider'd as tending to extricate ADMINISTRA- 
Tion from that terrible Dilemma, in which, 
according to your Repreſentations, it was 
plunged. If you haye not, I know but two 
Concluſions which can be drawn for you upon 
this Occaſion; you may take to yourſelves 
which of them you chooſe, Either then you 13 
had no ſuch Propoſal to make; in which Caſe if 
Adminiftration is fully juſtified in following 
the Direction of their own Judgment; or if | 


you had, and neglected to produce that Propoſal; ! 
you can no longer be conſidered in the Light of | 
Senators convened for the Promotion of the 
Public Welfare; but as TzavTors to that im- 4 
portant Truſt, which the Community has | f 


thought proper to repoſe in you, and not to 
be 
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be juſtified upon any Principles of Honour, or 
common Honeſty. But fo far from making 
any Propoſal, that might tend to relieve Go- 
VERNMENT, you have been all along endeavour- 
mg as much as might be to countera& every 


Plan that GovernmenT thought proper to a- | 
dopt. And now, not content with withdrawing 


your Aſſiſtance in a Time of public Calamity, 
you employ all your Powers in dire& Oppoſi- 
tion to the Cauſe, which the Community has 
taken in Hand. Upon metephyſical Ideas not 
applicable to human Affairs, you attempt to 
juſtify the Conduct of America. You tell us 
that America is injur d and oppreſs'd, that Great- 
Britain ought in Juſtice to ſue to her for Pardon, 
ought in Juſtice to grant all her Dzmanvs. 


Supported by ſuch reſpectable Authority, 
the Delegates of the Congreſs boldly tell us, 


That they will not be reconciled to Great- 


Britain, till the Acts reſtraining their Com- 
merce are repealed, till Reparation is made for 
ſhutting up the Port of Boſton, for burning 


8 —— for the N of this un- 
| Juſt 


* 


It is well known that teins. was brd ſet 
on fire by the Americans themſelves, when they found 


it would no longer ſerve their Purpoſe, that of annoy- 
ing our Troops, 


- =» 


8 88'283 


( & } 


| 


\ juſt War, and till the Britiſh * be 
recalled from America”  : -- - 


And who are vou, Gentlemen, who when | 
your Country has determined for you, preſume | | | 
to ftand up and arraign her Judgment? Who | 
are You amongft the MTrARVY, who after en- | 
joying the Wages of peaceful Service, refufe to 
ſtand forth in the Hour of Danger, when: your 
Country n _— Ane? | 


We need not tell you wht yen are. But 
conſider Gentlemen, Government has boldly 
launched her Veſſel into a tremblons Sea. Some 
Thanks therefore are ſurely due to an apr: and 
RESOLUTE P1LOT, who appears refolv'd not to : 
quit the Helm, till he has brought his Charge 
back again into Harbour. And wilt vov, when 
your Venture as well as ors is hazarded in the 
ſame Bottom, and ſhould the Ship be ftranded; 
our all. muft go doww together; will you in jack 
2 Moment of critical Emergency, inſtead of 
putting off your Boats to her Aſſiſtance, muf. 
ter yourſelves upon the Shore with the deter. 
mined Refotution ts oppoſe her landia ? It 
c4nnat. be. Belteve. me however you may be 
juſtified, in exerting your utmoſt Inſtuenee to 
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that it is undertaken; it becomes a PUBLIC Con- N 
CERN; and you muſt ſtand univerſally con- 
demned, if you do not uſe your utmoſt Endea- 


vours to promote its Sueeeſs. 


The Americans, in- all their Repreſentations 


acknowledge themſelves Barrhn Susjects. If 


this Appellation conveys to us any determinate 


Idea, it is that of Subjection to the BRiIr ISR 


LEGISLATURE. The BRrrisn LEGISLATURE, we 
all underſtand to be but another Word for the 
PARLIAMENT. or GREAT-BRTrAIx. The King 


as forming only one Part of this! ConsTITUTIO- 


NAL AUTHORITY, does not therefore anſwer to 


the whole Idea, here meant to be conveyed. 


Nevertheleſs Subjection to the King only is ac- 
knowledged by the Americans: The Hanove- 
rians acknowledge the ſame. But the Hano- 
verians are not BRI ISR Su HCS. And what can 
conſtitute the Americans BRrrisH ' SUBJECTS, 
whilſt they diſclaim the Authority to which up- 


on the Principles of the Revolution, Britiſn 


e is ee WN 


i if < 


Tie Matter bas at Length therefore afumed 


an uniform, unequivocal Appearance. The A- 
mericans, BxIiTisH4-SuBJEcTs according to their 
own Confeſſion, by acting in open, and avow d 

| Op- 
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Oppaſition to the ConsTITUTIONAL AuTHo- 
RITY or GREAT-BRITAIN, have rebelled. The 


Americans therefore as RevzLs muſt be fub- 
dued. ä 


The Queſtion thereſdre at preſent is; whe- 
ther you will proceed in this diſagreeable Bufi- 
neſs, with that Unanimity and Reſolution 
which can alone bring it to a ſpeedy Iſſue; or 
whether you will ſo far betray the Intereſts of 
your Country, as to be che Means ef drawing 
out this unfortunate Conteſt into a tedious and 
dangerous Length; and thereby baſely ſacrifice 
the Lives and Fortunes of your Fellow. Sub- 
jects, the Honor and Intereſt of your Mother- 
Country, to your own obffinate Opinion, perverſe 
Prejudi (ty and 3 A 


— as the Caſe before us moſt undoubtedly 
is, whether we confi ider it in itſelf, or in the 
the Meaſures neceſſury to. be purſued i in Con- 
ſequence of it; yet few. Caſes have ever yet 
prov'd fo clear, as not tabe ſubject 1 to the Mif- 
interpretation of Intereſt, or Deſign. . If any 
one ſingle Inſtance can be produc d in t the Hiſ- 
tory of Men and Things, which claims an Ex- 
emption from this Inconvenience, that Inſtance 
I ſhould have judg'd to be the preſent. And 

H ſo 


2 


. * 
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ſo fully confident am I of the firm Ground, up- 
on which I advance this Aſſertion; that, had I 
the Honor of a Seat in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, I ſhould, in Spite of that Reſpect due to 


the Abilities of ſome, addreſs myſelf to the 
LEADERS OF THE PRESENT OPPOSITION, in the 
Form and Manner following. 


FRIENDS, COUNTRYMEN, and 
BROTHER SENATORS. 


I ſtand before you this Day, in a public and 
ſacred Character, as Repreſentative of a great 
and opulent People. The Intereſt of the Com- 
munity at large has marked out the invariable 
Line of my political Conduct, My Reſoluti- 
ons, if Conſcience be allowed to bear Teſtimo- 
ny for me, have ever been, what I truſt they 
will continue to be, Reſolutions ſupported up- 
on PrinciPLe, unbiaſſed by PxzJupice, Im- 
preſſed with theſe Ideas, inſeparable in my O- 
pinion from the Character of an honeſt Man, 
permit me, for a While to entreat your Pati- 
ence. The Cauſe we have in Hand, will at leaſt 
juſtify my Requeſt. It is a great and weighty 


one; a Cauſe, which concerns no leſs than the 


Intereſt, and Proſperity of the greateſt Empire 


in 


ſe 
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in the World. Let us therefore enter upon it, 
with the Calmneſs and Temper of Men fully 
ſenſible of its great Importance. Let us conſi- 
der, and weigh well THaT TRUST which the 
Community has repoſed in us; remembering, 


that the Execution of a public Charge, muſt 


both in Reaſon and Equity be anſwered for, at 
the Bar of public Judgment, A blind Preju- 
dice either to Party or Opinion, becomes cri- 
minal in Members of this Body, when perſiſted | 
in to that Degree, as to endanger the general 
Welfare of the State, The punLic Wear, if 
I may make bold with the Expreſſion, ought to 
be the paramount Conſideration with all honeſt 
Senators, Let us convince the World, that it 
is ſo in the preſent Caſe. 

Far be it from me to throw out any Remark, 
that may ſeem to carry with it a perverſe Inſi- 
nuation : The Ideas I here advance are to be 
conſidered as general Ideas: They will be groſs- 
ly perverted, if they become the Subje& of 
private Application. Unneceſſary Retroſpects 
tend only to keep alive a Spirit of Oppoſition; 
and ſpread ſtill wider the fatal Seeds of Diſcon- 
tent amongſt us. I would wiſh therefore to leave 
thoſe Things which are behind, and look for- 
ward to thoſe Things which are before; my 

H 2 preſent 
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preſent Object not being ſo much to expoſe paſt. 


Errors, as to counteract their ill Effects upon 
Futurity. With this View I ſhall avoid as 


much as may be entering into the Grounds of 


a Cauſe, which has been already ſo often, and 
ſo largely diſcuſſed; and ſhall only beg Leave 


to recapitulate the Heads of our American 
Tranſactions, in order to lead you, as it were 


by a Chain of Events, which have for the moſt 
Part paſſed under your own Obſervation, to 


that critical Point, on which the political Scale 


of this Country at preſent turns. That we may 
reduce the Subject under Conſideration into as 
ſmall a Compaſs as poſſible, I purpoſe to go back 
only to the Year 1765; the Era from whence 
the American Diſcontents have become the 
more immediate Objects of political Conſidera- 
tion. The Idea which gave Riſe to theſe Diſ- 
contents, you muſt all know to be by no Means 
a new Idea. Upon conſulting the Journals of 
this Houſe, you will find that it has exiſted in 
Speculation, ever ſince the original Eftabliſh- 
ment of the Parties concerned; and may be 
traced down upon the Authority of Statutes, 
expreſsly directed to that End, from the Days 
of Charles the Second, That it was not before 
reduced more immediately into Practice, the ſup- 
poſed Poverty of the Colonies, rather than any 
Impro- 


| 
| 
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Impropriety i in theMeaſure, muſt be admitted as 
| an adequate Reaſon, The Colonies from their 
| Increaſe in Trade and Conſequence, were no 
longer to be conſidered in the Light they bad 


ſo long apppeared. 


The Indulgence granted by Goverment 
therefore to infant Settlements, could never 
be conſidered, as extending to a Renunciation 
of its RicuTs, That it was by no Means ſo 
intended in the preſent Caſe, We have only to 
appeal to the Regiſters of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment; wHICH, upon no Occaſion, has appear-. 
ed more jealous of its incontroutable Autho- 
rity over all the Branches of this Empire, than 
in its Tranſactions with the American Colonies. 


The Erroß therefore in the Caſe before us, if 


it is to be branded with that Title, will at leaſt 
have the Authority of Parliament for its Sup- 
port. We ſhall find it to be an Errer of the 


great Legiſlative Body of this Kingdom, uni- 


formly ſupported and maintained ever fince the 
Reſtoration, And however ſome mi/-judging 
Perſons may attempt now to ſcout this Idea 
upon the abſurd Notion of its being the Off- 
ſpring of Toxyism, a Word to which I defy any 
Man of this Day to affix a determinate Mean- 
ing; yet in Juſtice to Truth it muſt be admit- 

ted, 
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ted, that all Adminiſtrations, whether made 
up of Warcs or Tox1ts has concurred in this, 
as in a Point indiſputable and incontroverti- 
ble: Nay more, I could demonſtrate to you, 
if ſuch Proof was neceſſary, that WI Mini- 
STERS under a WIG SOVEREIGN have been 
more zealous on this Subject, than Trose, 
who were ſuppoſed to be directed by the con- 
trary Principles. Upon ſuch reſpectable Au- 
thority then did Mr. GrenviLLE proceed, when 
he plann'd the STAur-Acr. The raifing a Re- 
venue in the Colonies, had long been an Object 
with GovERNMENT. The Time was now come 


to realize that Object. 


This Kingdom had laboured under a heavy 
and expenſive War, undertaken on Account 
of the Colonies: And by a fortunate Train of 
Sueceſſes had brought it to an Iſſue, the moſt 


favourable to the Intereſt of thoſe Colonies. 


It was judged reaſonable, that thoſe who had 
reaped the chief Benefit, ſhould contribute a 
Portion towards defraying the Expence which 
had attended the Acquiſitihn. Upon this Prin- 
ciple was the STamp-AcT propoſed. The for- 
mer Plea of Jnability in the Colonies to anſwer 
ſuch equitable Demands from the Mother- 

Coun- 
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Country, no longer ſubſiſted. The internal 


Reſources of the Colonies were judged to be 
great. From Infant Eſtabliſhments, entitled 


to all the Indulgencies which a foſtering Mo- 
ther could grant, they were now grown into 
great and flouriſhing States. Reaſon there- 
fore on the Side of the Mother Country, war- 


ranted the Exaction of ſome Compenſation for 


her paſt Services; as Gratitude on the Part of 
the Colonies, ought to have induced them, 
gladly to have embraced an Opportunity of teſ- 
tifying their Senſe of thoſe Services. But far 
different Ideas ſeem to have prevailed upon 
this Occaſion, The Fate of the STame-Acr is 
known to you all, It was no ſooner enacted, 
than it was repealed. 


Mr. PiTT's Diſcernment gave Birth to a nice 
Diſtinction, which had never had Exiſtence 
in the Heads of Britiſh Legiſlators ; and this 
nice Diſtinction, ſupported by the thundering 
Oratory of an enthuſiaſtic Republican, * like 
a gulphy Torrent unwithſtood,” bore down all 
Oppoſition, The Americans gained their 

5 | Point: 


— 


* The Declaration of the Congreſs has ſince confirm- 
ed this Opinion. The Language of the Delegates at 
Philadelphia runs thus; © Our Cauſe is juſt; our Union 


perfect; our INTERNAL RESOURCES GREAT; &c. 
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Point: And as is uſual in all human Conteſts; 2 


when one Party retreats the other advances; fo 


in the preſent Cafe the Americans conſidered | 
this only as one Step advanced upon Great- | 


Britain; and, preſuming upon the Inſta- 
bility of her Councils, made it the Ground- 
Work for future Oppoſition. Sorry am I to 
ſay, that We have given them good Reaſon to 


. plume themſelves upon their Foreſight. 


I purpoſely omit all Acts reſpecting the Co- 
lonies, paſſed ſubſequent to the important one 
Juſt mentioned, becauſe I would divert your 
Attention as little as poſſible, from the Object 
of our immediate Conſideration. Thoſe who 
would wiſh to enter more into the Detail of 
this Subject, will reap ample Satisfaction from 
a Publication which has lately appeared, under 
the Title of Rights of Great-Britain aſſerted 
againſt the Claims of America.“ It may not 
however be foreign to the preſent. Purpoſe to 
obſerve that the famous DzcLaraTory AcT, 
which according to the Repreſentation of 
the Congrefs, contains the whole Sum and 
Subſtance of American Grievances; and which 
in ſuch expreſs Terms declares the Americans 
to be © Subjects of the Crown of Great-Bri- 
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tiin in all Caſes whatſoever“, owes its Exiſt- 


ee nce to the Councils of thoſe very Men, who 


zow ſtand foremoſt in Oppoſition. 


It is true bodied theſe Gentlemen tepealed | 
the STamP-AcT: But in paſſing the DEcLARA- 
Tory AcT, they demonſtrated to all thinking 


Men, that their Judgment, upon the general 


Subject of Engliſh Supremacy continued the 


ſame: And that they had only ſacrificed to pub- 
lic Clamor; it being too plain to admit of Con- 
troverſy, that they pulled down with one Hand, 
what they induftriouſly attempted to build up 
with the other. But we will forbear further Com- 
ment upon ſuch Inconſiſtencies, becauſe they 
appear to be almoſt the unavoidable Conſe- 
| quences of political Prejudices and Attachments. 


In an Hour, when UnanimiTy ought to be 
the grand DestptERATUM we ſhould all have in 
I = View 5 


8 


8 9 


* The DRTARATORY Act here alluded to, brought 
in and paſs d by the Marquis of Rock IxehAu's Admini- 
ſtration in the Year 1766, runs thus: All his Majeſ- 
« ty's Colonies and Plantations in America have been, 
© are, and of right ought to be, ſubordinate to and de- 
«© pendent upon the Imperial Crown and. PAR LIAM ENT 
&© or GREZAT-BRITAIN; who have full Power and Au- 
ce thority to make Laws and Statutes of ſufficjent Va- 
* lidity.to bind the Colonies and Peoplęgof America, 
66 Subjects of the Crown of 22 IN ALL Caszs 
6 WHATSOEVER,” 
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View; it is bad Policy, to puſh our Enqui- 


ries with too great a Degree of critical Exact- 


neſs. But when theſe very Gentlemen, who in 
their miniſterial Character paſſed the DecLara- 
Tory AcrT, in their Repreſentative one think 
proper to oppoſe a Meaſure, which, according 
fo the Mode of Interpretation, I affix to the 
Engliſh Language, is virtually comprehended 
in that Act; I am at a Loſs I muſt confeſs to 
find out a ſecond Apology for them. If we 
take only a ſummary View of the aſtoniſhing 
Inconſiſtence in the Conduct of theſe Gentle- 
men, we ſhall find a Difficulty in reconciling it 
with any Ideas which Reaſon or Common-Senſe 
can ſuggeſt to us. They ſet out, with repealing 
the STame-AcT; at the ſame Time they paſs 
another AF, by which the Legality of the Act 
juſt repealed is virtually maintained. They 
gave up the Subſtance, becauſe they did not 
poſſeſs Reſolution. adequate to its Support; and 
were in Hopes that Poſterity would give them 
Credit for retaining the Shadow ; and now upon 
the Subject being again brought upon the Car- 
pet, that the Concluſion of their Conduct might 
correſpond with its Beginning, they adopt the 
ſame Principle upon which they repealed the 
Sraur-Acr, and again deny in Fas, what 
they have before fo ftrongly aſſerted in Words. 

| Let 
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L “et us now conſider the Effects, which ſuch 
ſitrange Contradiction of Sentiments in the LE. 
GISLATIVE Bop of this Kingdom, has been in- 
ſtrumental in producing in the Colonies. The 
Conceſſion made on the Part of GOVERNMENT 
by the Repeal of the Sraur-Acr, when the 
Superior gave Way to the Inferior Part of the 
Empire; Great-Britain to her dependent Co- 
lonies; forms an important, tho' unfortunate 
Criſis in Britiſh Politics. Preſumption is the 
natural Offspring of Succeſs. An Opportunity 
ſoon offered for the Americans to confirm to us 
the Truth of this Remark. Remonſtrances and 
Complaints, ſerved only as the Prelude to open 
Attacks upon the ErcisLaTive AuTwokITY of 
this Country. The ſame Spirit of Reſiſtance 
which had already manifeſted itſelf upon theAp- 
pearance of the Sraur-Aor amongſt them, was 
again gloriouſly employed, in the Deſtruction of 
the Eaſt-India Tea. Common Juſtice demand- 
ed, that Compenſation ſhould be made to In- 
dividuals for the Loſs of their Property. The 
Act of Government, which fallowed in Conſe- 
quence of this Tranſaction at Boſton, was ſole- 
ly calculated to effect this Purpoſe. The De- 
ſtruction of the Tea, conſidered as the general 


Act of the Town, juſtly drew after it a genera! | 


Puniſhment, The Puniſhment inflicted, 1t was 


I 2 well 


10 
well known, was not meant to ſurvive a due Re- 
paration of the Crime. But the Boſtonians had 
very different Objects in View. The Idea of 
making Satisfaction for the Deſtruction of pri- 
vate Property, was ſwallowed up in the grand 
Public Conſideration, that of REsisrAxcR To THE 
LOIsLATWE AUTHORITY OF THE MorTarR 
CouNTRY. 


From this unfortunate Commencement of 
American Rebellion, Affairs in that Country 
have advanced with rapid Strides, to that Point 
of Deſperation, on which they at preſent ſtand. 


There can be no Need in a Subject of this Na- 


ture, which has been almoſt the continued Ob- 


ject of our Debates, to lead you into minute 
Details. The Facts ſpeak for themſelves; and 


you muſt, I ſhould think long ere this, be fully 

prepared to draw your Concluſions from them. 
You muſt be convinced, that Oppoſition to the 
Lec1sLaTIve AUTHORITY of this Kingdom, re- 
ſpecting its Right of Taxation in the Colonies, 
is a Plea oſtenſibly held out to us; and as a 
Veil ſerves only to cover deeper Deſigns. 
Theſe Deſigns have by Degrees develop'd 
themſelves; and advancing with the American 


Plot to Maturity, at Length ſtare us in the 


Face, To cut the Matter ſhort then, and to 
prevent 


61 
prevent all future Difference of Opinion, up- 
on the Subject, the Americans now tell us fair- 
ly and openly, that they have © taken up Arms 
againſt the Supremacy of Great-Britain, and 
that they will not lay them down *till Hoftilities 
ſhall ceaſe on the Part of the Aggreflors ;”* 


under which Character, Gentlemen, we muſt be | 
pleaſed to confider ourſelves. You well know . 


what lenient Meaſures have been purſued in this 


Houſe, with Reſpe& to thefe infatuated Colo- 


niſts. You know what Openings have been 
made by us for Accommodation to take Place. 
Altho' in the Character of Engliſhmen'we have 
declared ourſelves reſolute in ſupporting the 
LEGISLATIVE ConSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITYS of 
this Country, yet we have given the Americans 


to underſtand, that our Ears are open to all 


ſuch Complaints, as ſhall be preſented in a du- 
tiful, conſtitutional Manner. Nay, with a View 
of bringing Matters to an amicable Conclufion, 
we have ſuffered the Dignity of the Legiſla- 
tive Authority of this Kingdom, to yield a ſe- 

| e 
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' Vide the Declaration of the. Congreſs at Philadel- 


phia, ſetting forth the Cauſes and Neceſſity of their 
taking up Arms, _ 


$ Vide the Addreſs of the Commons to the King an 
"the 2d of February, 1775. 
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cond Time to the tumultuous Spirit of an an- 
grateful People. We have offered them every 
Thing they contend for. They objected to be- 
ing taxed by the Mother- Country, becauſe they 
were not repreſented in this Houſe. We have 
obviated that Objection, by making them a 
Propoſal to tax themſelves. The have reje&- 
ed this Propoſal with Diſdain. And when that 
Neceſſity obliged us to proceed one Step fur- 
ther, and enforce our Authority by compulſive 
Meaſures, did we not then in our Wrath think 
upon Mercy ? Did we not hold a Pardon to 
them in one Hand, whilſt we brandiſhed the 
Sword of Chaſtiſement in the other? And what 
Returns have we received at their Hands, for all 
theſe Manifeſtations of Affection and Indul- 
pence at ovrs? Look into the Colonies, and be 
convinced. | 


Behold Zhere, the baſeſt Ingratitude, the moſt 
unjuſtibable Rebellion, and all the fatal Effects 
af Anarchy and Confuſion. Behold your Sol- 
diers ſcalped*, your Ships deſtroyed, your For- 
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2 It were to be wiſhed, for the Honour of the In- 
&« ſurgents, that their BARBZAROUs Caverty to the 
& wounded Soldiers, were more problematical than 
* their firing inst on the King's Troops: The = 

| Py 


— 
— 


( 
treſſes taken; and in ſhort all your Poſſeſſions, 
purchaſed with the Blood and Treaſure of this 


Kingdom, falling a Sacrifice to the wild Attacks 
of a lawleſs and deſperate Banditti. 


And is it poſſible, Gentlemen, that we can 
differ in Sentiment, concerning the real Object 
which the Americans have in View? Can we 
imagine that the American Demagogues are 
ſpreading this Scene of Confuſion far and wide, 
: with the View only to ſecure themſelves, againſt 
what they are pleaſed to repreſent an arbitrary 
Exertion of the Legiſlative Authority of the 
Mother Country ? Was this the only Obje& 
they had in View, they would gladly have ac- 
cepted a Propoſal, which offered to them full 


Security 


“ diers who fell by the firſt Fire of the Rebels, were 
found ſcalped, when the Detachment returned from 
« Concord to Lexington Bridge, Two Soldiers who lay 


«© wounded on the Field, and had been ſcalped by the 
& ſavage Provincials, were ſtill breathing. They ap- 


t peared, by the Traces of Blood, to have rolled in the 
« Agonies of this horrid Species of Death, ſeveral 
& Yards from the Place where they had been ſcalped. 
Near theſe unfortunate Men, another dreadful Object 

te preſented itſelf. A Soldier who had been lightly 
& wounded, appear'd with his Eyes torn out of their 
& Sockets, by the barbarous Mode of Goocixe, a 
« Word and Praftice peculiar to the Americans, - Hu- 
4 manity forbids us to dwell longer on this Scene of 
64 Horror,” 
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Security on this Head, and opened to them a | 
Door of amicable Accommodation with us?? 


No,----Gentlemen, their Motto at preſent is, 


aut Cæſar, aut nullus,” Dependence or Indepen- 


dence. But to put this Matter out of all Doubt, 
hear them ſpeak for themſelves; hear one of 
theſe enthuſiaſtic Soothſayers, thus apoſtro- 
phizing his enthuſiaſtie Countrymen. 


“Courage! The Finger of 60 points out 
<* a mighty Empire to your Sons —-We need 
« not be diſcourag'd---The angry Cloud will 
& ſoon be diſperſed---The Day dawns in which 
<« the Foundation of this mighty Empire is to 


< be laid, by the Eftabliſhment of a regular A- 


© mMEerican Conftitution---All that has hitherto 
ce been done ſeems to be little, beſide the Col- 


4 lection of Materials for the Conſtitution of 
<« this glorious Fabric---'Tis time to put them 
together -The Transfer of the European 


<« Part of the Family is ſo vaſt, and our Growth 


<« ſo ſwift, that before ſeven Years roll over our 
e Heads, the firſt Stone muſtbe laid---Peace or 
c War,---Famine or Plenty,---Poverty or Afflu- 
* ence;---in a Word no Circumſtance, whether 
< proſperous or adverſe, can happen to our Pa- 


rent, nay no Conduct of hers whether wiſe or 


“ imprudent, no poſlible Temper on her Part, 
whether kind or croſs-grained, will put a Stop 
« to this Building,” Since 


„ 
Since then this rhapſodical Nonſenſe appears 
from Facts, from demonſtrative Facts, to be too 
expreſſive of the Ideas which at this Juncture 
prevail in our American Colonies ; it behoves 
vs, Gentlemen, at length to change the Ground 
upon which we have hitherto ſtood; and to 
adopt that Plan of Proceeding, which corre- 
ſponds to the Exigency of the Occaſion, and 

which can alone prove effectual to the End we 
muſt not have ſolely i in View. Lord MaNnSFIELD 
Has already been beforehand with me in the Idea 


I mean now to leave upon your Minds, He 


has already ſaid what upon the Authority of in- 
diſputable Facts I repeat to you; © That Ame- 
ce rica has rebelled that America is now in unne- 
© ceſſary, unprovoked Rebellion and that if we do 
not mean to give her up entirely, we muſt appear 
ce capable and determined to puniſh her.” America 


is at this Moment, Gentlemen, as this GREAT 
Max has obſerv'd, though not © de jure clearly 


de facto an INDEPENDENT STATE. ”» All Thoughts 
of Accommodation on their Side are given up, 
all Hopes of it on ours, muſt be given up alſo. 
Allowing, as the ſame NosLz Lozp has done, 
every Thing to be true, which has been ad- 
vanced by the Gentlemen in Opposrriox, with 
Reſpect to the Inpropriety, Inexpediency and I- 

legality of the Meaſures purſued by Govern- 
K ment 
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ment upon this unfortunate Occaſion , yet 


taken together, will not furniſh a fingle Argu- 


ment to juſtify a Diviſion amongſt us at preſent. 


Hzs1TAT10N, Gentlemen, in the preſent State 
of our Affairs, is in my Opinion, a Species 
of REBELLION. The Dignity and Intereſt of 
this Kingdom is at Stake; and wr, as public 
Characters, are called upon to vindicate the 
one, to provide for the other. The Queſtion 
now no longer turns upon a Matter of Right, 
but of Neceſſity, We muſt either conquer or 
be conquered; we muſt either maintain our 
Poſſeſſions, or they will be torn from us. The 
Impoſition of a Tax, is but a paltry Confide- 
ration, when compared with the Poſſeſſion of 


an extenſive Continent, and the leſer Idea 


muſt be with us, as it long fince has been with 
the Americans, ſwallowed up by the greater. 
The Colonies have paſſed Votes of IxDpEPEN- 
DENCE, whilſt wr, in Compaſſion to their blind 
Infatuation, have paſſed Votes of PaRDo and 
InvvLocence. If we run our Eyes over the 
general Courſe of Proceedings that have been 
adopted upon this Occaſion, we ſhall obſerve, 
that AuxRIcAN and BRTrIsH Meaſures have all 
along formed a ftriking Contraſt; and it is Ex- 
perience alone, that has at length convinced 

us, 
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us, we ought to have begun, where we now 
muſt end; and that the Sword ought to have 
made Way for the Olive Branch, If America 
was aggrieved, America had Ears open to her 
Complaint z and no doubt would have found 
Redreſs correſpondent to the Juſtice of her 
Cauſe, If Taxation without Repreſentation, was 
the grand Stumbling-Block which America 
wiſhed to move out of her Way; why had ſhe 
not followed the conſtitutional Examples of the 
Counties Palatine of Cheſter, and Durham, 
formerly in the ſame Predicament with herſelf, 
and petitioned. to be repreſented ? But in drop- 
ing the Character of a petitioning. Subject, and 
taking up that of a clamorous Rebel; all her Com- 
plaints and Grievances are in that Caſe, no 
longer the Objects of rational Inveſtigation, 
becauſe ſhe has herſelf choſen rather to ſubmit 

them to a very different Mode of Arbitration, 
In this State of the Caſe, Gentlemen, if we 
only reaſon and diſpute, whilſt the Americans 
fight and conquer, we are by no Means upon. 
equal Terms with them; and in. the End the 
Americans will only laugh at us for our con- 
ſummate Folly. Ip 


That Gentlemen of American Extra# and 
American Connections, ſnould poſſeſs American 
K 2 Ideas 
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Ideas upon this Subject is not to be wondered 


at; will give them Credit for theſe Ideas, from 


the Conſideration of their being founded upon 
a noble, altho' in the preſent Inſtance a miſtaken 
Principle; and in return for this Indulgence on 
our Side, I truſt thoſe Gentlemen will not be 
offended with us, EncLI$HMEN, if, from the 
ſame laudable Attachment to our native Coun- 
try, what ſtrikes them in a patriotic Light, as 
&* x GLORIOUS STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM,” ſhould 
ſtrike us in a Conſtitutional one, as A REBEL- 
Lious OPPOSITION TO LEGAL ESTABLISHMENTS, 
But as Members of this Houſe, theſe Gentle- 
men ſhould conſider that the Intereſts of his 
Kingdom form the primary Object of their Con- 
ſideration. There is no fear that the Intereſts 
of America will ever be facrificed to thoſe of 
this Country; the national Juſtice and national 
Policy of this Kingdom would rebel againſt 
the Idea, was it ever to be ſtarted amongſt us. 
But if the Intereſts of GrxzaT-BriTain and her 
Coloxiks, muſt ever come to be weighed a- 
gainſt each other, there is all the Reaſon to 
expe& that the Turn of the Scale ſhould in- 
cline, in Favour of the Mother Country. 
When the Tables are turned upon us, and 
Matters are really to be conſidered in that Point 
of View, in which ſome Writers have induſtri- 
| | ouſly 
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ouſly endeavoured to repreſent them; when 
from the Weight being taken out of one Scale, 
and put into the other, it ſhall appear that 
GREAT-BRTTAIN depends upon the CoLonits, 
and not the CoLowies upon GREAT-BRrITAIN 


there is no Doubt but that the Syſtem of Po- 
licy, that connecting Medium between this 


Country and America, will readily adopt itſelf 
to the different Circumſtances, and Situation 
of the Parties concerned. Till then Gentlemen, 
as the PARENT STATE, this Nation is entitled 
to all the Privileges, and Advantages uſually 
claimed, and enjoyed by a ParenT STATE. 
Juſtice to ourſelves, will not ſuffer us to forego 
theſe Advantages; Generoſity to our American 
Brethren will incline us, to be as confiderate as 
poflible, in our Modes of exacting them. 


Our American Brethren readily file them- 
ſelves SusJjzcTs or GREAT-BRITAIN, fo far as 
that Appellation entitles them to the Pro- 
tection and Support of this Country; but no 
ſooner are they called upon to perform the Ser- 
vice due on their Part, than they renounce a 
Connection, which neceſſarily conveys an Idea 
of reciprocal Obligation to the Parties connected. 
In ſhort; they are content to be ſubje& to 
Great-Britain, ſo long as they perceive it their 

im- 
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immediate Intereſt fo to be; but when Great- 
Britain is to gain by the Bargain in her Turn, 


the Matter wears a different Face; the Term 


SuBJECTION no longer conveys any determinate 
Idea; but it is either SusJzcTION or no Sung G- 
TION, as may beſt correſpond with the Occafion, 
on which it is employed. | 

Matters being thus circumſtanced at preſent, 
I would entreat you, Gentlemen, to confider 
the Situation in which we ftand in the Eyes of 
this Nation, The Intereſts of Great-Britain are 
entruſted to our Care and Protection; we are 
anſwerable for the Execution of this important 
Charge, In a Criſis, therefore, when giving 
up will be attended with the ſame ill Conſe- 
quences, that we are now called upon to pre- 
vent; there appears to me but one Line of Con- 
duct to be purſued; a Line, which the N eceſſity 
of the Caſe plainly marks out. Taz Amzaicavs 
HAVE REBELLED;z THE AMERICANS MUST BE SUB 
DUED, The AMERICans are endeavouring to 
drive us out of their Country, and to eſtabliſh 
the Right of Poſſeſſion in themſelves. Wx are 


called upon to ſupport our Ricur, and firmly ts 


maintain our Ground, The AMERICANS regard 
all commercial Reſtrictions, as unwarrantable 
Exertions of arbitrary Power. The Intereſts 

of 


(3 

of this Nation demand, that thoſe Reſtrictions 
ſhould be fully enforced. If through our Di- 
viſions at Home, or by any unforeſeen Fatality 
of Events abroad, REBELLION ſhould proſper 
in America; mark the Conſequence. 


The Fate of our Weſt-India Iſlands is, from 


Situation, connected with that of the Colonies. 


If we loſe the one, it is not probable we ſhall 
long keep Poſſeſſion of the other. In ſuch a 
Caſe, the Intereſts of both Countries will be as 
it were balanced againſt each other. And in 
Proportion as AMERICA, the then DANGEROUS 
Rival. of this Country ſhall riſe in the Scale of 
Nations, GREAT-BRTrAIx mult fink, 


But I need not lead you further into the 
Chapter of Conſequences, becauſe it will be 
our own Fault, if theſe Conſequences ever ex- 
iſt, otherwiſe than in Idea. I ſpeak as an Ex- 
LISHMAN, and as an ENGLISHMAN, I will be bold 
to ſay, that nothing but Unanimity and Reſo- 


lution is wanting, to bring this — 
Conteſt to a ſpeedy Iſſue. 


The Britiſh Spirit is at Length rouſed. The 
Nation at large has given ſtriking Teſtimony of 
it, in Abpkzssks and SUBSCRIPTIONS, ſigned 
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and ſupported by the moſt reſpectable Mem- 
bers of the Community. Let us, my Brother 
Senators, convince the Nation at large, that 
there cannot be two Opinions upon the preſent 
Subject; and that RryRESENTATIVES and Cox- 
STITUENTS equally agree, in conſidering Nevu- 
' TraLITY, to be not only baſe and unjuſtifiable, 
but even criminal in a Conteſt; the Iſſue of which, 
ſo evidently, and ſo materially concerns the 
Rights, the Intereſts, and Dignity of this 
. Nation. 


Upon this Ground then; I take my Stand; 
and upon this Ground, Gentlemen, I maintain 
it to be the Duty of every honeſt Senator to 
ſupport Adminiſtration, in a well directed and 
effectual Plan, for the Reduction of America 
to its Allegiance. For my own Part, I pro- 
feſs to have no Attachment either to Men or 
Meaſures, otherwiſe than they ſhall prove con- 
tributory to the General Welfare of the Com- 
munity. The Uniformity of Conduct, which 
that Honor aBLE GENTLEMAN, who now takes 
the Lead in AvministRATION, has manifeſted 
on this Occafion, juſtifies ſuch an Attachment 
in the preſent Inſtance, I therefore boldly a- 
vow it, But whether that HonoraBLe Gen- 
TLEMAN and his Friends, whether a SH8LBURNE, 

a BEeD- 
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a BEprokb, or even a Rockincnam ADMIniT- 
STRATION held the Reins of Government; I 
ſhould in-the preſent State of American Politics, 
hold it my Duty to ſupport them. Upon Prin- 
ciple therefore I pledge myſelf to the preſent 
ADMINISTRATION, as an ADMINISTRATION; and 
for this Reaſon amongſt others, becauſe they 
boaſt a Merit over and above what can be 
claimed by ſome other ADMINISTRATIONS ; the 
Merit of having had the Courage to obey a 
Sovereign's Call, when Danger ftared them in 
the Face. But I mean not to treſpaſs on your 
Time, by indulging myſelf in a laviſh Eulo- 
gium. ADMINISTRATION would not thank me 
for it; their Cauſe does not ſtand in Need of 
it; the Importance of our Subject will illy ad- 
mit of it. From preſent Conſiderations we muſt 
carry on our Views to future Events. The 
Idea which has been thrown out here in a for- 
mer Debate upon this Subject, muſt now be 
reſumed. It was then thought to be ſomewhat 
prematurely applied; — I was of that Opinion. 
But fatal Neceſſity now obliges me to join Iſſue 
with that HowoRABZLE GENTLEMAN, and pro- 
nounce Sentence with him. © DzLEnDA EST 
CaxTHAOO.“ That Spirit of IxpETENDENer, 
that Reevsrican Spirit, which has teenied fo 
abundantly in our American Colonies, is the 
OS L CAR- 
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CAR THA to this Conſtitution; the CAR THACO 
{ | which muſt now be deſtroyed. But think not, 
| Gentlemen, that I. thirſt for Blood; and that 
1 in this fatal Contention between Great-Britain 
and her Colonies, I have given up all Ideas 
of Kindred or Connections: No, Gentlemen, 
it is from the Prevalenee of ſuch Ideas, from 
Motives of Merey conſequent upon ſuch Ideas, 
that I now contend for the utmoſt Exertion of 
that Power, which Neceflity has made our 
DERNITER. RESORT, When two Combatants 
nearly equal in Strength, take the Field againſt 
each other, the Conteſt is long and doubtful, 
and often proves fatal even to the Conqueror. 
From this Conſideration, I maintain it to be a 
Duty which we owe to America, no leſs than 
to ourſelves, to ſend ſuch an Armament, that 
1 if poſſible the Effufion of Blood may even ſtill 
if be prevented; that the Americans may behold: 
. | our Strength, and decline further Conteſt with 
9 us; or if they are determined to prove it, that 
they may prove it to the quict; and that the Se- 
verity of the Experiment may be palliated in a 
— by unn en „5 


Use thisPrinciple of Humanity, 8 | 

I maintain that we had better expend Ten Mil- 

g lions in one Year, and bring this Affair to a 
j deter- 
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determinate Iſſue; than from an ill-judged Par- 
fimony to defeat, by Procraſtination, the End 
we have in View. We owe deciſive Meaſures 
to our Merchants, to our Friends, our AMRRI- 
can FRIENDS; whoſe Property now lies at the 
Mercy of lawleſs Power; who in theſe Days 
of public Sedition, are doomed to view with 
fatal Apprehenſion the Storm gathering round 
them, in a Country that no longer afford 
Shelter from its Effects. Theſe Friends, I ſpeak 
from Information, Gentlemen, are both nume- 
rous and reſpectable; and who, from that zealous 
Attachment, which I know they bear to the Con- 


ſtitution of this Country, lament in Silence the 


Power which the Fate of the preſent Times has 
wreſted out of their Hands, and wait only the 
favourable Opportanity, when they may with 
Safety regain it, If thefe Friends, are fupported 
with that Spirit and Reſolution, which their ho- 


neſt Zeal demands at your Hands; I will ven- 


ture, without preſuming upon any extraordinary 
Spirit of Divination, to * your . — 
ings with Succeſs. | 


But ir in SE to obviate every riſing Obj ection 
in this Caſe, and convince the Americans that 
I regard them in the Light of FELTOW Sus- 


ners, I will for a Moment take upon me the 
k 2 Cha- 
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Character of an AMERICAN PATRIOT. And in 
that Character I pledge myſelf to the Advocates 
in their Cauſe; that when Amtrica ſhall have 


, 


exchanged REBELLION for ALLEGIANCE z INDE- 


PENDENCE for SUBJECTION; AFFECTION for IN- 
GRATITUDE ; I will be amangf the firſt to ſtep 
forward in her Behalf, and join my Voice with 
that of every generous Engliſhman, to have 
the Line of conſtitutional Policy drawn between 
the two Parts of the Empire, upon the Plan 
beſt calculated for the Promotion of their re- 
ſpective Intereſts; and moſt conſonant to the 
Principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution, But this 
Poſition, Gentlemen, I maintain, as a Poſition 
from the preſent State of Facts uncontroverti- 
ble; that if the Conſtitutional Line is ever 
meant to be determinately drawn between this 
Country and her Colonies, it muſt be drawn 
not or never; for if America is to be brought 
up on all Occaſions, as a POLITICAL ENGINE, to 
ſhake and diſtreſs the Councils of this Nation; 
farewel to the boaſted Supremacy of this 
Country; it will ſtand us in the ſame Stead as 
our Title to the French Crown, a ShApow 
which national Pride ſeems ambitious to retain, 


altho? the SuBSTANCE has long __ fallen from 
our Hands, 
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Upon this Conſideration Gentlemen, I beg 
Leave to revert once more to the Idea, which # 
I have before drawn out in Form to you, 
with the View of leaving it more ftrongly 
impreſſed ' upon your Minds, If then, as 
SenaTORS, you confider the Duty which, as 
ſuch, you owe to the Public Weal; If, as Enc- 
LISHMEN, you mean to act in Conſiſtence with 
your Character as ſuch; in ſhort, Gentlemen, 
if the Honor, the Intereſt, the Security of this 
Kingdom form the Objects of your Attention; 
the four Words which Manlius addreſſed to the 
People of Rome upon a former Occaſion, if 
conſtrued in their moſt literal Senſe; will, by 
drawing as it were all former Arguments into a 
Focus, preſent you in one View, with a Brief, 
tho* comprehenſive Summary of the vos 
under preſent Confideration, 

OSTENDITE BELLUM, 
PACEM HABEBITIS, 


Such, Gentlemen, are my Thoughts upon 
this important Occaſion. Fully ſenſible of the 

| fingular Advantages, which as Engliſhmen we 
derive from the Eſtabliſhment of a glorious 
Conſtitution, I will be the firſt to ſtand foremoſt 
in Defence of that Conſtitution. Fully ſen- 
ſible of the fatal Tendency of independent Prin- 


ciples, 
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ciples, I will be the firſt, to . 
and oppoſe theſe Principles, with whatever 
Plea they may be advanced, and in what. 
ever Diviſion of this Empire they may be 
ſupported. The Idea of Inpzezxpexcs, Gen- 
tlemen, is an Idea which can exift only in the 
Heads of free-booting Savages ; but is an Idea 
from its Nature inadmiſſible in Societies, whoſe 
very Foundations are laid upon the due Sub- 


_ ordination of their reſpective Conſtituents. 


T hat this Idea ſhould however find Exiftence 
in AMERICA, 1s a Paradox that admits of eaſy 
and ready Solution. It was planted with the 
Colonies, it has grown up with the Colonies ; 
and like moſt ill Weeds, hath taken deep Root, 
and brought forth Fruit to Perfection. But 
that this baneful Weed, ſhould find Growth and 


Suction in THIS KINGDOM, is a Paradox indeed; 


2 Paradox which admits of no rational Solution, 


Our public Prints, if any Concluſion can be 
drawn from ſuch Proſtitution of Time and Ta- 
tents, would juftify me in aſſerting that thoſe fa- 
tal Ideas, which in former Days marked with 
Blood the Annals of this Kingdom, ſtill find a 
reſting Place in this Country. Our Coxsrrru- 


T10N both in Cuuacp and STaTE hath opened, 
we 
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we all know, a noble Subject for the Pens of 
free-thinking, free-ſpeaking and free-writing Men. 
But I truſt, it is too late in the Day for vs to be 
deceived by Appearances. I truft, that not on- 
ly every Member of this Houſe, but alſo every 
thinking Man is fully convinced of a Truth, 
which has been purchaſed by dear Experience; 
is fully convinced, that the iv and xccLes- 
ASTICAL ConsTITuTION of this Country, are 
inſeparably connected with each other. They 
muſt ſtand or fall together. And if, as ſome 
| Theorifts have imagined, in Conſequence of 
the Seeds of Deſtruction originally implanted 
in the Nature of every political Conſtitution; or 
as I am rather inclined to ſtate the Matter re- 
ſpecting ourſelves; if, in Judgment upon us for 
the Abuſe of the Advantages of our Situation, 
THIS GLORIOUS FABRIC OF OUR ESTABLISHMENT, 
this Wonptr, and Envy or EvuRopr, is one 
Day doomed to fall to the Ground, no nonesT 
May, in my Opinion, can wiſh to ſurvive the 
Ruin, | 
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